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| ntroduction

Thetreasureof all treasures

The best of the most desired

The potential of all potentials

The dearest of all holies

This song is sanctified [dedicated] to us.

From the day the knight of sages [ Solomon] was
Endowed with the spirit of HaShem

Tothisday.

The sages of old called it “The Holy of Holies’

They named it refined flower

Themaster [head] of all songs, and their crown

021NN NINAN glory of al Writings[Hagiograph]
0T splendor
The most desired of years of eternity

And their best jewel

Thestrength of initiative and insight

The barn of wisdom and knowledge

The dweling of light and splendor

Thetent of brightness and openness.

There was no day [as joyous] --
so said our loyal sages--
asthe day The Song of Songswas given to Isradl.

But what isthe secret of thissong?

What isit about? Whom isit about?

Who areits prophets?

And what did they prophesize about

Whom were the verses said upon?

And these visions, so wondrous

What istheir source? and what do they signify?
Who isthe one ascending from the desert?
Sneaked out and vanished

And who is her lover who 5:6
Who is the sl ected lover?
Whom sent hishand 54

From the [doorknob] hole
And who is his spouse, who like wraps him
And her breasts as deer twins.

Filled with incense of myrrh and francinsence
Whoistheir littlesister?

Who is the deer and roe?

Who isthe cluster of tar? 7?7?

Who gl egps between the breasts

And relaxes at noon time

Thebundle of myrrh and apple

Who peeps and watches out

Whose hair endsarecurls

And armscylinders

Hislegslikerams

And who are the damaging foxes?
Who, then, isthe shepherd in theroses
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Whose eyes are like doves
Whosethighsarelikepillars
Who isall sweetness?

Greater than tens of thousands
And hisbanner islove

The lover on mountains of divide

And whoishisdovein hiding

Theblack and fair

Whoislovesick

Beautiful likethe sun

And awesome like angels

And the sweetness of her lips
Whoseteeth arelike flocks of nectar
Hers eyes like pools in Heshbon

And in her shoes her steps were beautiful

Andwhoisthereclining king

And the young maidens,

and the daughtersaround

Queens and mistresses

And the most beautiful of women
Solomon and the Shulamite,

And the[?7] of the two camps?
Thebride and Lebanon and

The daughters of Jerusalem

Who are the passionate and kissers
Thefriends and shepherds
Theloversand mates

Thecity and the guards.
Thevineyard at Baal Hamon and itsguards
The bed and its sixty valiant men
And what isthe canopy and its columns
Thegarden and itsfruits

Thepalm treeand itsfrawns
Thespring inthegarden
Theorchard of pomegranate

The love apples and the vines

The wine glasses and the apples
Therose of the valleys

Which isamong thethrones

All thesearehidden riddles

And sealed secrets

Elevated wisdoms and mysterious wonders
The sages of old ploughed with

its carriage [meddled with its secrets)

But did not find its secret

And the sages of |ate

Robbed itsland

But did not carry its sheaves

If the book were given to a knower of books
With arequest: “Pleaseread it”

Theresponse would be: “I cannot. It is sealed”
“Itisariddle and will remain one”
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The garment with which the song coversitsalf
When revealed to the eyes of the seers
Isasong of friendship

Between King Solomon and

his[femal€e] passion

Or between a sheep shepherd and hislover

It isfull of words of passion
It has no order

And many [stylistic] sayings
No one understands

And most theseriddles

Theinterpreterswere reluctant to place them
In the golden squares of simple [peshat] in full
Instead they made the plain crooked

And said: "Thisisonly aparable.”

But who isthe elevated

Who wraps himself in this precious cloak
And who are thewondrous |lovers

And thedisappearing [hidden] friends
Who wear these fancy garments

And camewith their jewels

Said theinterpreters[by means of parable]
Asthe congregation of Israel
Sheisthedesired one

The desiring oneis her supreme Lover, her God
Who was engaged to her in Egypt, in her youth
There was atime of loving thereand then
He remembered the love of their betrothal
In the arid desert

She committed her virginity

Adorned with her jewlery

He came from the multitudes of holiness
And her two breasts as two roes

In theland of deer [the best land, Isradl]
he spread hiswingsupon her

In the house of eternity he

hisbride from Lebanon

The scent of her garments

As the scent of Lebanon

Until the[?] women betrayed him

And he sent her away from hishome
When shesinned

“The women of [his] youth

wasrejected,” her God said

Her lover islike a deer behind her walls
Until hereturns

Torgoice upon her in goodness
Asherejoiced with her ancestors

This path was paved

by the sages of the Midrash

And most interpreters followed them
Except for the solution of the detailed verses
Their discourses.
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Moved in their own trajectories
Each interpreter in their own way,
As best they saw

And the sages of research

Removed the hat of [stylized] sayings
Lifted up the crown

And created form without matter

And hung high mountains upon athread
They weaved in this song

All the science of nature

and the celestial beings

Cob webs with its masks

And they gravitatetoward the writings
Wherethe

spirit of philasophy could go

And they were |eft as atomb
Likeaoak in autumn

In short, most interpretationsand commentary
Residesin the quarters of north, in the forests

At the border of hint [remez] and drush they stop
They distance themsel ves from the city of peshat
Not grounding themselvesin the depth of it

And cleaning themsealves from the essence of it
Although we knew

That the divineword

Has seventy faces and athousand directions
Nevertheless, the simple explanation

Isthe beginning of wisdom [and knowledge]
And isthe key with which the gates are opened
Before we enter the rooms of the inside Holy
And in the chambers of the king.

Therefore | have set to teach you understanding
Please set your ear and listen

| will open anew gate for you

Where you should will seelight

And you'll find rest

And thelight is sweet and good for the eyes
To seethesun.

Not the thought of theinterpreters

In theexternal understanding of thisparable
Aremy thighs

Not the ways in understanding the anal ogies
Are my ways

Not king Solomon alone

Whois her lover, her friend and mate

And not the sheep shepherd in the desert

He aloneisthe desired and the goal

And not on the congregation of Israd

This song isan analogy by my interpretation
And not on the deeds of nature and its actions
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The parable will tell of the vanity of Solomon
When hewas alive

His many wives, and his beloved maiden
Who rejected hislove

And theriddles will testify his strong

Hand in the spirit of his prophesy

When he derobed the garments of hissin
And his soul adhered to the Living God

And the parable and the sayings will bein accord
And their pregnancy period will be over

And they aretwinsin one belly

And weare both gathering sheaves

And my sheave stood up and was erected

| will heal their regression, bestow love upon them
And their standard upon meislove

And now | will explain my discourse

I will commence not to say my riddle

And then your sheaves will turn

And bow to mine

Theparabletdlls

That among the multitude of women
Queens and concubines

Whom Solomon loved

His soul desired

One love fawn

A young maiden [?77]

Clear asthesun

All fitting

Therewasno one like her on earth

And she shepherds her nations sheep
Sheislikealamb, silenced before her shearers
Fireisstoredin her bones

Flames of fire, the flame of love

For a mysterious young man

Unknown

Good looking and red-haired

Good eyes and fast hips

A valiant person, a sage of secrets

A shepherd of sheep and goats

His mountains at the edges of thefield

And every day he fedslike the eagle in the sky
From the desert where he encamps

To the chambers of Solomon

The dwellings of his saddened spouse

And herenews his covenant of love with her
And he calls her his dove, hispure one

And heiscalled thelover and friend by her
Although the King set guards to watch her
The daughters of Jerusalem watch over her
Around hisbed sixty valiant men

Even though thereareiron and copper locks
They cannot lock out the flames of love
And the wallsand bolts

Cannot separate between the passionate
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Thebodyislikeacity,
different partsoperate
under onerule

Asthelover returned to speak with her
Through the hole of the door and the threshold
Shetoo, went out to the desert to ook for him
Sherelaxed with him among the sheep

And when sheleft, the guards pursued her
The daughters of Zion and their guards

They encircled her in the dance of the two camps
And shereaches out her armsto them

Saying: | adjure you daughters of Jerusalem

If you arouse love

| had better have a dry piece of bread

Inaarid desert

Than all the pleasures | have not seen any good in
And the wine of concoction mixed with sadness
At theend of times

Theroe of deerswill come

from the mountains of perfume

Theraysof hishandswill radiate upon her
And hislove apples will blossom

And her glitters of firewill triumph

And the prisoners of hope will bereleased
And they will escapeto the desert

And the chair of singers opened and sung
Loveisasstrong as death

And jealousy is as elevated as hell

Many waterswill not extinguish the flame

No riversor the waters of the depth

The clouds will be gone, the skies pure
Shadowswill pass, and friendsreunite

Joy and gladness will enjoined and shine
Singerswill crown your crown and sing

And the poetswill sing

A Proposa

The research and wisdom sages
Compare the human body in their analogies
With the multitude of itsgreat powers
Which are active and self-active

In the court of the great king and his hosts
Or in onesmall town and itsinhabitants.
Asin acity

There are many types of people
Multidues upon multitudes

Each person encamped by their banner
Each engaged in their separtate activities
Each with their own private objectives

So does the body have multiple forces
Like aflock of sheep

Each encamped in their own place

Built according to their own nature
Responding according to their action

Each inclined to a special end

As each of theinhabitants of a city

Old and young, honored and common
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Thesoul istheruler
Theflesh isdependent
upon the soul
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Participatein the general managment [of the city]
And join toghether under oneruling goverment
Under a set of one set of laws

And just judgements

They al reinforce themsalves and act

Each according to their banner and host

Each per their work

Each per their 1oad

To establish the peace of the city

So that no harm will occur toit

And some of them are leaders and setters
Judges and guards

Knowers of thelaw and warners

And the common folk and the men

Old and young

Vineyard workersand farmers

Subjected and lead

Warned andlistening.

All the faculties of the body and its characteristics
[tsqualities and encampments

They areall engaged in their work

As the subjects of akingdom

To establishe

The peace of the body and its matters

[tsvitality, health and nurishment

Asit deepensitsroot, and freshensits branches
They all participate according to one natural law
Which isembedded in al their powers

In order to make the person and their body
Aslong asthey live

Until the day they die

Among them areprimordial powers

Who control the governed

And lesser powers

Which were given to them as slaves

And thisissueisexplained at length

In the books of the philosophers.

And when we examine well

All the faculties of the body

And observethem with understanding

We can see that all these power

Stand and fall with the body.

They are born with the flesh

And do not separate from the body at death
They all come from dust

And return to dust

Material isabase for them,

And from material they are generated.
They arethedisciplesand children of material
They areitsallies.

They rush to comply with its passions

And thisisthefruit of their perseverence
Aslong asthey arealive

To please their body

Its pleasures and desires.
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Itslongings and objectives.

They arethe citizens of the city, and itsbuilders
They are the ancient dwelers of the city
Thefarmers, workers of theland

The name of HaShem iswisdom

They areall with Eival

An enemy will be hurt

Impregnated with Abel

And amourning child

Therope and the cable

Theload and suffering

And the curse of Eival

That istheir part in theworld

Aloneistheone

Who walks like the looks of torches
Sheisthe daughter of theking, and sherules
Sheisthefalcon that revives the corpses
Thetorch of fire passing between the flesh
Since from that well the flocks drink
Sheisthe beautiful dove

Reflected like dawn

Her honor as daughter of king isinternal
Clear asthesun

Sheisthe spouse, the mate, the bride
Who exists forever

Sheistheliving one and the thinking one
Separated from all flessh

And behind the mezzuzah [threshold] and thewal
She places her memory

In her hidden strength

In her lover dwelling

on the mountains of perfume

Sheisthe bresth of

Shaday the God of the heavens
SheisHislover and to Him she adhers
Heisher friend and lover,

to Him sheyearns

At night shearrives

Inthemorning shereturns

Tothe God that she loves

Shewill not sign treates

With theinhabitants of theland

And shewill not pardon them.

If they call her, shewill not answer

And when the Onewho owns all living souls
Will decree: cut theliving child in half
Shewill say: “No, your son isdead and mine alive”
And her redeamer will return her alive
Thethe convening house for all theliving
And then shedisappersfrom al living
Now let mewalk in front of her

And level the crooked

Let me open gates for you

And give you treasures of darkness
Hidden treasures
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Behold, a hand is reaching out toward me
Holding a book scroll

Written in and out, front and back

| have eaten it and it is sweet as honey
Open your mouth and eat what | give you

If you find honey, eat enough, not too much
And it will be sweet to your palate.

Preface

Thelife and actions of a human being,
Are separated into two heads [types]
Asthe two parts from which humans
Are been made.

Firstly, the one head turnsto [the house of] vanity,
Thelife of the body and the material functions
Which stem from him/her being made out of dust
His/her heart turnsto fleeting successes

To accumul ate wealth and riches

To seek conquest and riches

To love the passions of the world

And the pleasures of flesh.

Secondly, the second head turns

Tothe track that ascendsto the House of God
Which isthelife of the soul

Anditsspiritual actions.

Sinceit isaproduct of heaven

Its objectiveis spiritual happiness

To gain wisdom and knowledge

To seek fear of HaShem and the response of justice
To love HaShem and cleaveto Him

To detest the vanity of time[of thisworld]
To purify itsdf from the impurity of the body
Towalk among those who eternally stand
When the material forces, her neighbors
Entice her or conquer her

Toenter acovenant with them

Toguard their vineyards

Or to deep on the lap of laziness,

The deep of eternity

Even then, though sheisasleep,

But her heart is awvakened

It awakens occasionally to shake the dust off
To sneeze seven times

To open its mindful eyes

Toredlizethat its garment is[like] acloud
And itsclothing [like] fog.

But these two heads

| would like to say

Are two types of life

In the image of which a person walks

Aslong as he/shelives

They were seen and discovered more intensely
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In the life of King Solomon, May herest in peace
Asfirstly, hereached all the material

And worldly desires

And the pleasures of time,

Morethan any other person

Ashe[Solomon] explained in Ecclesiastics

And Secondly, in hisemotional life

He merited envisioning God

And the spirit rested with him

And [the Holy One] spoke with him
Indreamand vision

Then, according to the power of prophesy
Material could be locked up.

And the forces of matter cease

And its columns weaken

And hisdivine soul separatesthen

From the company of matter

And undresses from its soiled garments

And remainsalone, cleaving to
Thesuprememind

Theun-teachable...

Heisher lover and mate

And after [King Solomon] composed Ecclesiastics
Where he described the combination of body
And soul, both transient, in vanity

He then composed this holy song

Where he speaks solemnly on thelife of the soul
When hewas inspired

And cleaved to the eternal lover, greater than ...
Where hetaught the people wisdom and ethics
To make known this secret and its affairs

And enlighten the soulswho dwell in the fog
And to dress hiswordswith analogy and riddle
Words of the sages, and their riddles.

In his parable, [King Solomon] makes an anal ogy
To the House of Solomon

Which is his body

And the host of its powers are analogous to
Thegreat court of theking

Which the poet calls

Zion and Jerusalem.

Theway he used thisanalogy in Ecclesiastics
"A small town with few people’

And our sages said

A small town, that isthe body

And the few people, these are the body parts
And the arousing power

Or the[evil] inclination which governsthe body
To which all the powers of the body report
Tofulfil its order

He called King Solomon

Since the king governsthis city

Namely, the body of Solomon

And rulesit with absolute power

And governsit with forceful government



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28

DOV Py NNYY MITNO
DV MN 1

OYT) ToN ON N

NN 12D

VT ToNn MmN >N

NN M

MY N D)

YA MNDN NN
DPYNY N MYTIN
DOV M2 N PN A DV
YN A 0N D

TR QN

DYV W) ON

PYIDD

PINNN MNOND

DOWI NTNHN 95 DY YOIV
PN PINNNN DN
mNPIY 9 NP> ONN
MONDY MNILVD

TOWIM STHIIM ¥ NO2
RN MND M

mya) Nuoma

NN YN NN

DWIN PIN P2

OV PN WK

NN 7PYI W NPYN

DV NN

2792 IR DY DN MIMNN NN
NYIN NN PPN MYIN NPONN
IMO9N A HN NNOY ToNN IN
NYNI2 MION N OUN

0NN O NN 1Y )M
DI POY PPN D)

IN DIV DHWYY I
N92N 92 N> NIPY NN
DTYTON 927N ON

WY TPY NwD DN

1225 NN XY NN

oW PN 95 HN

ANANNA 1PN NV

DNVN PN TONN X2 NO NORN
NV NNDD D) NODI) D
DNOVIY NN I PON X
MY MANN NY 9O N D)
DOWIN NP2 I8N 9T TONNNI 7PN O DY D5
aNoD NTOYI 1Y

IMDNN Y2 OWIN

D290 MPPN PINN NNY 12TH
NYPAN DMWY 1Y 1D9WN N
W) DN INNY

N DTN POWIN

NI2N PN OIPN N NYY

INNAN TIN

NN DY

TonN 92NN ©IYS NN NN D)
DV NN NIN WX 12700 DN

12

Such asthe kingdom of Solomon in Jerusalem
And healsowrote[in Ecclesiastics]

"And agreat king cometoit”

And encircled it

Our sagesinterpreted the great King
Astheevil inclination

In hisparablehecalls

The powers of the soul

Which are dependent on the vanity of matter
By Daughters of Zion or Daughters of Jerusalem
Sincethey arethe daughters[dwellers] of the city
And this body

I's anal ogous to the wives of Solomon

And hisconcubine

Thereto meet his passions

And thedesiresfor al the pleasures of women
These are hisfemale servantsand handmaids
From whom he takes cooks

And bakers

Theforceswhich nourish, grow and birth
And the other powers of the body

In which the soul is dressed.

He[King Solomon] recited his parable and said
That among his multitude of wives

Which Solomon had

His soul desired only one young women

The most beautiful of women

Who was married to a desert shepherd.
Thiswoman was taken away from her lover
To King Solomon’s and to his palace

And the King crowned her [Queen]

And gave her royal-generous gifts

He also appointed guards to guard her

The daughters of Jerusalem who surround her
They followed her so shewill not escape

To the desert, to her lover

Butall invain.

She her heart was not enticed

To the passions of Solomon

Her soul detested hislove

She despised the king'sfood and wine

Her soul yearned and seeker

Thelover of her youth, the shepherd in the roses
He too remembered the love of her youth

He walked daily in front of the women’s court
Where shewas captured

Watching from the windows

Speaking to her from behind thewallsand ...
And she poured her heart out to him

Totake her out of her prison

And they set signs between them

He told her how to escape

And wheretofind him

In the mountains of thedivide

She escaped several timesfrom the palace
To the desert where he encamped
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And each timethe Daughters of Jerusalem
The guards, chased after her

And brought her back, reluctant

To the chambers of Solomon

Until at the end of days

Shegathered her strength

Broke the strong copper doors

Ripped off the frames

Untied the chains and disconnected her reins
And she left victorious

Withincenseand frankincense

To her lover, the deer on the mountains of perfume

Thisistheparable...
Anditsriddle...
Andthisisitsresolution:

The most beautiful of women

Whom Solomon desired to love

And bring her to theking’ s chambers.
Sheishisdivine spiritual soul

Which descended from the heights

To dwdl in the lowly house of Solomon
HaShem said to dwell in the fog[ll

And thelover who shepherds the sheep
Which was engaged to her

Isthe supreme lover, the shepherd of hosts
Who sitsin the ancient heavens

And dwells on the [pleasant] plaingl

She's the one who was locked up by the king
In hispalace

And was enticed by hislove

He exerted effort, the arousing force

Which governsthe body

To control the spirit

Tolock up the holy spirit

In acovenant of the love of the flesh

And hetried to draw the divine soul

With thecther virgins, her mates

Who are the powers of the mind and desire
To conquer the queen in hispalace

To copulatewith her

So that shesatisfiesall his desiresand passions
Either in the affairs of the kingdom

Or in gathering wealth and riches

All the passions of Solomonlll

Whom the daughters of Jerusalem

Guard al around

Asthey are the the forces of the body
Namely, theforces which surround her
Holding her so that she does not undress
Her materiality

So that she does not take her shoes of matter
Off her feet

So that she doesnot try to fly asa bird

Over the holy purity

Up to spirituality, to her lover in heaven...[
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Who wrote parables

Because the soul of the Ra aya longed

For the shepherd, the love of her youth
Whoiscrowned in glory like a bridegroom
And sheadorned hersdf asabride
Namely, Solomon’s soul

Rejected the desires and passions of matter
And did not reveal itsdf to follow [7]
Theruler of the body

Which isthe arousing power,

And itsevil inclinations

It only awakened at all times

With a great yearning to her lover HaShem
Who is part of her

Shetried her best in thought and deed
Tofollow hisways and to adhere to him
Asthe parable said:

Her lover sent out his messages

Behind the wall and the door

Through windows and cracks

The supremelover himself yearned for her
To endow her with hisholy spirit
Toeducate her in histruth.

He sends her his massages through the wall
The matter which became the screen
Separating between her and the holy of holies.
He watches over her through the windows
And the cracks of the soul

To elevate her from the valley of devils
The wells of matter

To holiness and the haly spirit

To take her out of the murky valley

To the opening of hope-

And the parable tells of her several escapes
From the chamber of theking

Toher lover in theplains

Namely, that by the effort of Solomon’s soul
Itsyearning and preparation

To adheretothedivine

Shewasinspired

And attached herself to the glory of holiness
And merited receiving prophesy

HaShem spoke several times

When she escaped from the chamber of Solomon

Namely, she disrobed from matter
And the cloud and fog were removed from her

Then she was distanced from the love of the king

Namely, that then the shadows escaped
And theawakening power...

And shewas | eft alone [meditating]
With thegreat light

And the honor of her bright lover shining upon her

Thisiswhat the parable says:

That each time the daughters of Jerusalem
Chased after her

And brought her back to the king's palace
Whereas the shackles of the body
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Were not melted

Hence thisadherence did not last long

As after the divine spirit rested upon it
The daughters of matter returned and awakened
To cancel thisadhesion

And when HaShem ended speaking with Solomon
And hissoul returned toitsplacein jail
Behind boltsasin the beginning...

Asthe parables says

At theend of times

She | eft victorious the house of Solomon
And did not desiretoreturn toit again
Only to attach to her lover

Who betrothed her for ever.

Namely, that when Solomon passed away
And was buried with his ancestors

Then thetieswere untied

And the shackles melted

And thetrap was broken

And his soul escaped

ToitsGod, the husband of her youth

And theearth [dirt] returned to theland
And the spirit returned to God who gave it
And attached itsdlf to the bundle of life
Thelife of eternity and ever

Aswe have chosen [examined]

This holy song, along with its sections

And we went through its divisions

We saw that it was divided

Intofive partsor five songs.

Every song tells

How the Ra aya escaped

From the chambers of the king into the desert
Wewill find that she escaped

Tothe desert five times.

In thefirst four times

Itistold that she was forced back

From the desert to the king's chamber.

On thefifth time, it istold,

Sheleft for the desert and remained there

By her lover, and never returned.

And theparableis

We found that HaShem was reveal ed to Solomon
And spoke with him four times

And after the speech and vision were over
She, the soul, returned to matter
Andwasjailedin it asin the beginning

And on thefifth time, at death and separation
The soul was separated from the body forever
And returned to her father’ shome

Asin her youth.
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Thefirst song

Startswith the verse

“May he kiss me with the kisses of his mouth”
And endswith the verse

“1 adjure you, oh daughters of Jerusalem”

If you arouse love’

Andit tells of the Ra aya who yearns for her lover
And heis standing behind her walls

She askshim to tell her where she could find him
And she escaped to the desert

And united with her lover

“And hisflag upon her was love”

“Hisleft [arm] under her head

And hisright [arm] embracesher”

Until she saw that the daughters of Jerusalem
Were pursuing her

She asks them to not cause her to stop [her love]
And not arouse love

And then the connection between them isbroken
And they are separated.

Thisisaparablefor thefirst vision

Toldin I Kings1:3andin | Chronicles
That King Solomon went to Giv' on

And made one thousand animal sacrifices
And HaShem revealed tohim

In adream at night

And asked him: What shall | giveyou
And King Solomon asked for

A heart which could listen to justice

To distinguish between good and evil
HaShem fulfilled his request

Nevertheless, the parable tell s that Solomon’ s soul
Was yearning for her lover

And it cameto his house through
The[animal] sacrifices

She, the soul, asked to know Hisways

His law and the wisdom of God

And she merited the wondrous adherence
Inthe prophetic... [7]

Which then was disrobed from its matter
And adhered to her lover

Until she was stopped by

The daughters of Jerusalem, the forces of the body
Which returned totheir [previous] strength
Solomon awoke

And his soul returned to her jail

Asin the beginning.

The second song starts with the verse 2:8

“The voice of my lover, here it comes’

And endswith the verse

“Until the day is gone

“Go and imagine yourself, my lover, asadeer...”
At theend of the chapter, which tells
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That the lover awakened by himself
To cometo his Ra aya, (spouse, friend)
And called her to come and follow him
But she was hiding and locked

Under thelevel [stairg]

And thisrevelation was not long

Just alittlewhile, and he left

Thisis adescription of the second prophesy
Mentionedin | Kings6:11

When [King Solomon] started building the Temple
HaShem asked: this house which you are building
If you follow my ways

It was explained that this was not

A complete prophesy

Asitiswritten

And HaShem spoke with Solomon

“Speaking” isalower level [of prophesy]
Therewasnovision or image

Thishesaidin | Kings9

And HaShem was reveal ed to Solomon

For the second time

Ashehad revealed himsdlf to himin Giv' on
He did not consider thisvision

Anddidnot....

Hence hedid not tell of it

That he was pursued by the

Daughters of Jerusalem

Asthe lovers separated by themselves

They were only together temporarily

Until the day was over

And the shadows vanished

Theher lover separated from himself

Aswill befurther explained in the commentary.

Thethird song beginswith verse 3:1

“Lying on my bed, at night...”

And endswith verse 5:1

“I have cometo my garden...”

This song tellshow the Ra aya

Asked for her lover

As sheway lying on her bed at night,

And around thecity.

Shedid not find him

Until sheleft the city

And found her lover

Shethen brought him to her mother’ shouse
Then the daughters of Jerusalem pursued her
And the story continuesto tell

How she escaped from Solomon'’s bed

And how she unified [was alone] with her lover
Who spoke to her in all ways of love

And thisrefersto [Solomon’ ] third prophesy
Mentionedin | Kings9andin Il Chronicles4
After [King Solomon] completed

Building the Temple, and inaugurating it
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He prayed and pleaded

In speech, requests

And numerous animal sacrifice
Asmentioned thereat length

And thisisan analogy to the Ra' aya

Who reguest much to reunite with her lover
With all her strength

And then HaShem reveal ed himself to Solomon
And it was acompletevision

Liketheonein Giv'on

Which indicates that Solomon’s soul
Separated from the living Solomon

And she attached to her lover

In propheticattachment

She also brought him to her mother’ shome
Next to the Temple

Which Solomon built, as| will further explain.
Until the daughters of matter

Caused the adherence to stop

And his soul returned to its body
Asinthebeginning

And then he [the poet] tells about the canopy
Whichisthe Temple

And he built wonderful things

Which relateto this prophesy

Aswill be explained in the commentary.

The fourth song beginswith the verse 5:2
“1 am adeep, but my heart is awakened...”
And endswith the end of that chapter
“Thisismy lover and my friend”

And it tellshow the Ra aya fell asleep

For many daysin the chambers of Solomon
And did not remember her lover

She forgot the love of her youth

Until one night he came over

And knocked on her door

At firgt, shedid not want to arise from her bed
To open up for him

And when she [finally] got up to open the door
Her lover vanished

And she could not find him any more
Sherevealed her sorrow

To the Daughters of Jerusalem

And told them that sheis“love sick”

Shetold them of the qualities of her lover

His greatness and completeness

Thisrelatesto| King 11

After that, Solomon sinned

And married foreign women

And hisheart shifted away from HaShem
Who revealed himself to Solomon,

Saying (I King 5:30)

Solomon, sinceit was with you [your choice]
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Y ou did not keep my covenant

[Tear] I will tear your kingdom from your hands
And it saystherethat

HaShem was angry at Solomon

And thistellsthat Solomon’s soul fell asleep
Within the body

And it was attracted by its passions

Until HaShem came and knocked on her door
And notified her of her sin

And punished her, then she paid attention

To ask [to reunite with] her lover

Toreturn in Teshuvauntil she merited
Thelight and the divine attachment as at first
But her lover sneaked out and vanished

And she became distant from him

Hissoul did not separate

From material to spirituality

Until thetime heleft

Then the Daughters of Jerusalem

Namely, the faculties of the body

Found hislover

Who came to gather his soul to the source of life
And they told him that sheis“love sick.”

Thefifth song beginswith verse 6:1

“Where did your lover go”

And endswith verse 8:7

“Great waters cannot extinguish love’

Where hetdlsthat thelover cameto hisbride
And she attached herself to him

Sheleft with him victorioudly to the desert
Neither the Daughters of Jerusalem

Nor King Solomon himself could stop them
Because loveis as strong as death

Then she said to the Daughters (8:4)
“Don’t arouse or awaken love”

Namely, you cannot cause

Love to cease anymore.

And thisrepresentsthat at thetime
When the supreme lover

Cameto collect the soul of Solomon
Tothebundledf life

Then death separated between her and the body
And shereturned to her God

The powers of materiality

Do not scare her anymore

Because she rests at the shadow of God

And in this part there appeared wonderful issues
Regarding the soul at itsdeparting time
And after death, as explained in the commentary.
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Added to thisscrall
Isasmall song

Which beginswith theverse
“Wehavealittlesister...”

Until the end of the book.

And this song is about the pleading of the soul
When theprimordial spirit

Which attachesitself to the soul

And therest of the emotional powers

Which rely on matter and on the body itself
Which is prepared to receive rewards for its deeds
At thetime of resurrection

And an analogy is made

AstheRa ayaispleading

For her little sister

Who does not have breasts, asitissaid

Andthissongiscalled

“The Song of the Thousand” [1Shir HaEhleph
Telling about Solomon’ s vineyard

Which would bring athousand silver in fruit

And it saysthat Solomon composed

Five and a Thousand songs

Namely, that the song that he composed

Has five songs

And added to them, is“The Song of the Thousand”

After that came out the measurement stick

And measured the dimensions of theinner house
And it then went out the gate facing East

And measured five feet in HaShem' s scale

M easuring around and around.

Before | come into theinner court

And the chamber which isin front of me

| pray to you HaShem, send your light and truth
They will lead me and bring me

To your Holy Mount

And to your dwellings

Do not throw me away from you

And your spirit of holiness

Do not take away from me.
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Chapter 1, Verse 1
The Song of Songs.

Which is Solomon’s.

Songs of the Soul.

1:1 Song of Songs.

Thissong is divided into five songs
Namely, a song which includesthe
The Songs of Solomon

Whotold in thissong

That King Solomon loved one woman
The most beautiful of all women

And helocked her upin hispalace.
And placed the Daughters of Jerusalem
Asguardsaround her.

But shewas a lover and friend
Toashepherd in the desert.

And she escaped fivetimes

From the chambers of theking

To the desert, to her lover.

On thefirst four times.

She was brought back to the king's court
But on thefifth time,

They couldn’t stop her

Sheleft and never returned

Each of the songswill tell.

How she l€eft for the desert

And reunited with her lover.

Thefirst song goes until verse 2:8

“The voice of my lover isknocking...”

And tells how the Ra’ aya escaped on thefirst time
And the way that she escaped

And how she united with her lover

And how she was brought back by

By the guards, the Daughters of Jerusalem.

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

1:1 The Song of Songs.

Thissong is divided into five songs

And tellsin its poetry that King Solomon.
Namely, theevil inclination,

And the arousing power of Solomon’s body
Loved one women, a Ra aya, a daughter of heaven
His divine spiritual soul

Which was locked in his body,
Thekingdom of theevil inclination

And he placed the Daughters of Jerusalem
Which arethe various material forces
Asguardsaround her

To steep her into matter
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And to have her at hiswill, to be his mistress

But she was bound

By chains of love.

To her lover in heaven

Who shepherds his hosts, hosts which He created
And she | eft the body five times

From the body, which isthe chamber of the

Evil inclination which rulesthere.

And shereunited with her lover

Who ison the plains of the ancient heavens

On thefirst four times

She | eft the body while Solomon was alive

By being inspired by the divine spirit

Four times through the visions of God

And every time she returned to the body

When the vision was over

When the Daughters of Jerusalem

the forces of matter, awakened from their deep.

And on thefifth time, she left

And separated from the body

When Solomon died..

She clung to her God.

Tothebundle of live, for eternity.
And each of the songstells

How she separated herself from matter
And attached to her lover

Face to face.

The first song goes through verse 2:8

“The voice of my lover is knocking...”

And tells how the divine Ra’ aya separated
From the gentiles on thefirst time.

By thefirst vision

When HaShem reveal ed Himself to Solomon.
Inadream, at night, at Giv'on.
Asmentionedin | Kings3and Il Chronicles 1
It tells the ways in which thisvision took place
And how she connected with holiness

And the spirit rested upon her.

And shereturned to the body

The Solomon awoke, and it was a dream.

May he kiss me with kisses of his mouth,

as your love is better than wine.

Songs of the Soul.

Verse2: “May he kissme”
The shepherd, her lover
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Who stands behind the door and the mezzuzah
Shecan sensehim

By his good ails

Which smell good

And she says

May he approach me

Face to face

And will kiss me kisses of love

Sheturnsto him and says:
Your loveis better to me
Than thewineand pleasure
That | havein theroyal palace.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 2: May the supreme lover kissme
Watching over hislover

Which is the soul of Solomon

Standing behinditswalls

Asthewall, which ismatter and the body
Separates between the divine spouse
And her lover and friend

And she senseshim

By the poured oil and its good smell
And sheasks:

Kiss me with the kisses of your mouth

The perception of the soul

Will be in two ways:

A. What she perceives of HaShem

Through themind, understanding

And contemplation

In this case she does not perceive his essence
She does not perceive him as himself

But only from the signs of hiswisdom
Capability and will

Which arevisible from his providence of the world
And thisisindicated in the parable of the scent.
Even though the scented thing

Ishidden and invisible,

It is neverthel ess known to exist

Because of the good smell

That is sensed by the smelling faculty

The spirituality of HaShem, aswell,

Isindicated to the sages

By the good scent which is the compl ete conduct
Pouring from hiswisdom upon all existence

And ??? those who understand the fear of HaShem
Asthe poet [?7] said:

“With al my might | will worship HaShem

| will ascend to the house of my father

In the smoke of the cloud of incense
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Asmy nosewill smell it
Thisindicatesthat

The pillar of the cloud of incense
Connects between the soul and the divine
Asthe soul sensesit

and desirestoknow it and smdll it.

B. Thereisagreat perception than this
Which seemslikeakiss

Which is the ?2? to those who desire

To befaceto facein wonderful desire.
Anditis: when HaShem instillshis spirit
Upon the souls

Which were prepared and sanctified

For prophesy and the holy spirit

Then the soul comes out of its soil (earth)
And attaches to the wondrous mind,

To haly of holies

And in the [Midrash] Mekhilta DeRashbi
Parashat Mishpatim, p. 124, it says:
Thekiss of the mouth,

Asthe mouth isthe source of the spirit
Kisses of the mouth are loved

Asthey attach spirit to spirt

And do not separate them

Whoever dies the death of akiss
Attachesto another spirit, etc.

Thisiswhy she asked:

May he kiss me

May he attach me with the kisses of his mouth
And these kisses have several levels

And screens

The prophets can observe and percieve

The measure of closeness of the attachment
Between God and the soul which attachestoit.

And thisiswhy he says:

From the kisses of his mouth

Now she turnsto speak to her lover

Who is standing by the walls of her body
Saying to him: Your loveis better than wine
Namely, wine elevates the forces of the body
Enthusing thenatural heat

And makes a person happy

But thisenthusiasm

Isaforeign [strange] fire

Asit ascends from below

From the body to the soul

That iswhy it isastrangefire

The happiness of aweek day

In contrast to the enthusiasm of the soul
And itsrgoicing

By the haly spirit and prophesy
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Which isthergoicing of HaShem

And happiness of holiness

Which descends from above

The fire of God spread from the soul to the body
Until the pillars of the body bursts out and resign
To the holiness of the soul

Hence: Your loveis better than wine.

The scent of your oilsis good,
your name is pouring oil,

that is why the young maidens love you.

Songs of the Soul.

Verse 3: The scent

Here, now, even you are not visible
The scent of your good oils are felt

And they cannot be sensed

But from your good name

Which isknown as the pouring oil

For its strong scent, which isfelt afar
Nevertheless, if you were visible

And your beauty and high quality of salf
Hence, | request...

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual | nterpretation]

Verse 3: The scent, sheexplains.

Why she desiresthese kisses

And why sheis attracted by the spiritual wine
Which ???the soul and spirit.
Andthereasonis

That she hasaready felt his presence
Sheand her handsmaids, her mates

Which are the powers of

Wisdom, understanding and knowledge
From themind,

In the action that emanates from it

Even though they did not know his essence
Face to face

Thisisthe meaning of theverse:

“The scent of your oilsis good”

The il indicates the abundance

Which flows from it

Upon existence.

And thelight and spirituality concealed in it
TheZohar RayaMehemna Parashat Zav, p. 34
It says: “Y our name isthe pouring oil”

That from thisoil blessingsare issued

By the[High] [P]ried, asit issaid:

“With you is the source of life”
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Thisisthe supremeail

Whose flow will never cease

And which restsin the supreme wisdom
Of intention (kavannah).

The Zohar ibid, p. 35 on theverse
“Your nameisthe pouring ail”

Asin thisscent

Thefaith of the soul exists

The source of the blessing, above and below

Zohar Shemini p. 38 says:

All the joy above

I's dependent upon this holy oil
Asfrom there areissued joy
And blessingsto all lights

“Your nameisthe pouring ail”

Namely, you don’t have a name from

Your own respective

Because your are neither known nor recognized
But from the pouring of oil

And theabundance and spirituality

Which pours upon the entire creation

“That iswhy the young maidens...”
These arethe mental capacities
Which serve the spiritual soul
“loved you” because they recognize
Y our honor and highness

By the spirit which isa sign of wisdom
And providencevisible

From your actions.

So that you are known

By the mind and by contemplation
Even though they did not perceive
Y our essence through prophesy
Because the mental perceptions
Are dependent upon matter

Which isthe screen

Separating between them

And the pure perception of

The Glory of HaShem

Asitis.

Therefore, | ask...

Draw me, following you, let us run,

the king brought me to his chambers,

let usrejoice and be happy with you, we'll

remind ourselves that your love is better than wine,

they love you alove of equanimity.
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Songs of the Soul.

Verse4: Draw me

And take me out of thisjail
The chambers of Solomon
And then, when I’'m free

And see you faceto face

I will run, following you

| and the handmaids, my mates

And sheexplained that sheisasking

That hedraw her tofreedom

Because

“Theking has brought meto his chambers’

| amjailed in Solomon’s chambers

And | cannot release mysel

But then, when we'refee

We will rejoice and be happy with you
Because the joy that we have from you
Isgreater than the joy of the chambers of Solomon
Which have noreal qualities, only illusionary

Joy - gill - ison something that isrenewed
While happiness - simcha- ison aconstant thing
Namely, that we will then always rejoicein you
Aswewill remind ourselves of your love
Morethan wine or any other pleasure

Aswe love you with equanimity

Namely, unlike the love for Solomon

Whom we |ove because of who heis

We use him, enjoy

And have pleasurefrom him

But the love for you is aleveled love

From your highness of essence.

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 4: Draw me and take me out

Of thisjail

Which ismatter, the screen between myself

And the vision of God

Y ou will draw me by bestowing upon her

An abundance of prophesy

Then, with the power of spirit

I’ll be able to separate

From the body which isthe chambers of Solomon

You will draw me out of it

Tothespiritual attachment

And then | will run, following you

I, and thehandsmaids, my mates

Which arethe mental powers

Wewill run, following HaShem

Namely, it is now perceivable by the mind
Even though it is steeped in matter
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The powers of mind will perceive dowly
And with greet care

Because dust (soil, earth) will restrict them
And matter will delay their movement

As perception by contemplation

Gradually goes from one step to the next
From one understanding to the next

From one syllogism to the next

Isunlike the prophetic perception

Which happenswhen the cloud of materiality
Separate from the soul

They will perceive everything with ssmplicity
With great speed, running

So she explained the reason for her question.

Astheking brought meinto hischambers
Namely, the great king

Which seized the city of Jerusalem

Which isthe arousing power

Theinclination which rules the body

He brought mein and locked me up

in thejail of hischambers

So that | could not go out to my lover

And | could not percieve HaShem

And the truth of thiseducation ispure and true.
Asthisking hastaken metobeamaid

And made my young women maids too

To usethem at hiswill

In Zohar Pinchas p. 247 it says

And in thetime of darkness

Which isthe Evil Inclination

Covering light, which isthe Good Inclination
Islikeaprisoner in thejail of the Evil Inclination
Hence, “Draw me”

Andinit, “Let usreoice and by happy in you”
Rejoice - gill - isthe spontaneous happiness
Upon therenewal of thedivinelight upon her
And happiness- simcha -

isthe permanent happiness

Later on,

when thelight is permanent and unceasing

“Let usremind your love from wine”

Since the spiritual wine gladdens the souls

By the prophetic perception

Which cancelsthe power of the body

And they are like wine, resembling drunk people
Wewill always remember this

at our permanent happiness

Not likethe material winewhich passes

And in thewake of happinessthereis sadness

"Love of equanimity”
Namely, al the love of theking



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28

AN NIANN DI

.D2WN NTIM

DIV DYINN DPN

STRNY T8N OMNOIINY NI 09
DNNY MY

ONX D2TY DYNIN DN NIV 79
NN 727N DY

JNNY TN AN ION

WY NN HUNY

AP MANY 1995 12 NP YT

2NN OY9ON NN

1200 7 HYY

2NN THIAON NN

DOV PIAT P DYY

WA INPY WY 2N DY

ANN NN PINT YT AN P WM
DYD1IN DY IIPND YT AN 1N NN
9 N9lkn nn ovnn YOm

W NIANN NN N NN

XY NIAYA INIANN D

NIN WD

YAV MINY 71T WOIN I PATN
957 O PONN MPATD

XD
nlN ;3@35 B’\jjﬂw N 5 shechoraani venava

Chapter 1, Verse5

D?’CJW‘PDT\:L: benot yerushalayim
WTP[‘PJHHN o keaholey kedar
:n@bw DTU?"P: kiyriyot shelomo.
UL RanV]
NNV N
N 7PYIN
MmN Yo
AT NTYT DY D
9 NWN
DN DIYN DOV TN DN
Y MIIN

DMINY NI INY DI IWT
NS DY WPV NNN RN N>
M MINWN PR

YN MINYI

N2 708y NNY

JON DIV 0 MNOD

TINI NN D¥Y2 D

IONN NIPN P NOTHOTINY

92 N NIPN ON

Risnivin)ival

VNYN NNN YN XY ON 1)
9NN MINY PIN

29

That is, thelove of the urge

And theworldly passions

Do not go well together

Namely, love not for the aspect of essence
Or for themselves

But for as means for something else
Which isnot loved in itself

Because of its own essence as well

Loving wealth, for example,

To buy expensive objects and jewelry

And loving expensive objects

So that he could be honored

And loving honor

So that he will belistened to

And loving wealth to buy meat and wine
Loving meat and wine to strengthen the body
Strengthening the body to livealong life

But the goal of lifeis not that

The love of HaShem is the love of equanimity
So that he will be loved for his own sake
Because he is good

Asthe soul attachesnaturally

The way the part attaches to the whole.

| am dark and beautiful,
oh daughters of Jerusalem,
likethetents of Kedar,

like the tapestries of Solomon.

Songs of the Soul.

Theblack one

Thisspouse thisfriend

In order that no onenotice

That her lover isspeaking

Turnsto

Thedaughters of Jerusalem, her guards
And saysto them:

“Know that even though | look dark”

She always sat under the sun with the flock
Thisdarknessisnot

Likethe darkness of ablack women

Which isindigenousto her [the black women]
And cannot be removed in any way
“Sincel am fair in essence

And my darkness is only a coincidence’
And will be easily removed

When it's causeis removed

Furthermore, if | don't sit under the sun

| will beasfair asl first was
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Thetents of Kedar are

Likethe curtains of Solomon

They could be washed

And return totheir whiteness
Sincethey are whitein themselves
And their darknessisonly aresult
Of their exposureto the sun.
However...

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Theblack one

The soul yearnsto thiswondrous speech
Which isthe prophetic perception

When she sees that her divine lover
Cannot kiss her now

Speaking, faceto face

And to draw her out

Of heking’ s chambers, which isthe body
Since the daughters of Jerusalem
Aretheforces of the body

Which envelopeit

And sheisheld in the thicket between them
Sheresponds

To theforces of the body, her neighbors
Which arethe daughters of Jerusalem
And shetellsthem:

Know, that although | look dark

On my exterior

Theimage of darkness

Absorbs the particles of light
Asisknown in the science of nature.

And thisisan analogy

Onthespiritua light particles

That are absorbed in her [the soul ]
Concedled insideit, unrevealed

Namely, they arein potentiality not actuality
Nevertheless, | am fair in my own essence
Asher essenceis precious light

Brilliant pureand polished

And thefact that | am dark

Isonly an incident that happened to me
Because | am

Locked in the matter, facing the sun

Aswill be explained |ater

And when | wash myself from

The stains of matter

And will not be exposed to the sun any longer
Then thetents of Kedar

Will return to be as the curtains of Solomon.
However...
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Do not see me

only as dark,

the sun has stared at me,

the sons of my mother were angry with me,
they made me guard the vineyards,

| have not guarded mine.

Songs of the Soul.

Verse 6: Do not see me

And think that | amreally dark

Astheexternal darkness

Occurred only because the sun burnt me

The sun saw me

And looked at me, asthe verse says:

“And an eyehasnot....”

And what became visibleisthe darkness

Under the[thin] skin

Thisis because the children of my mother
Wereangry at me

They scorched my bones by sword...

Theword “kharu” isrelated to the verse
Asthey have made me a guard of the vineyards
Sothat |

Sit under the sun permanently

Asaresult, | have not guarded my own vineyard
| have not taken care of my own beauty

Which is my own vineyard

Asaresult, the sun scorched my interiors

And know that thereisadifference

Between guarding and keeping or saving
Asguarding (natar)

Appliesto abstract things

Such as“guardian of hostility”

“Guardian of anger,” etc.

According to the parable

He praised the saving or keeping of the vineyards
And perceived guarding (natar) by its analogy
That these vineyards are abstracts.

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 6: Do not seeme
Andthink that | am dark

In my own essence
Asthedarknesswhich | appear as
I's because of two reasons:
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A: Because the sun has scorched me
Namely, that | am under the sun.
Whose existence

I's dependent upon the movement of the sun
Asisknown

Thesoul, initsoriginal source,

Before it descended to the body
Wasdivineand spiritual

And its perceptions were not ruled

To the laws of time, space

And their perceptions

She perceives everything at her home
Through simpleand spontaneous perception
Without limit or level

But being being in a body

Under the sun, time and movement

Her perceptions are now limited
Leveled and guarded

Connected to time and space
According to the conditions of

Themind’ s perceptions

Which isrelated to matter

Thusit isdark on itsexterior
Asthemind and the spiritual light
Isconcealed in it aspotential, not actual

B. The children of my mother were angry at me
Asthe soul has brothers

Whom are sons of her father

They arethe mental separates

And theforces of the mind which arewith her
Who arethe sons of her father in heaven
There are al so sons of her mother
Asdescribed in Zohar Shemot 12

Andin Parashat Shalakh page 174

The soul has afather and amother

The way abody has on earth

The soul

Isin the body, through which she

Descended to thisworld [of matter]

And became mind attached to matter

Blended with it

Her brothersfrom thisside

Arethe sons of her mother

Which arethe power of imagining

The awakening power

Therest of the forces of the body

They were angry at me

Until my interiors were scorched and blackened
They placed me asaguard of the vineyards
Thisanalogy regardsthe actions

Done by man as designed to achieve

A certain objective, [whichig]

The planting of avineyard

Where bunches of grapeswill ripen

It issaid then that the beginning of the objective
Has been achieved
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And when the grapes are pressed

And wineisfound in thevine winery

Which further fulfillsthe desired objective
And thisis applicable both to earthly matters
Aswell asin mattersof Torah

Asthe verse says by Isaiah:

A vineyard was owned by my friend

A vineyard of wine, they responded ??

And they instructed me to guard other vineyards
Namely, to keep other objectives

Which areunrelated

To my [true] objective and my happiness.

Such asachieving

Kingship, and wealth and [responsibility] honor
Passions and desires, etc.

Asaresult, | have not guarded my own vineyard
| have not guarded

Thewiseand holy Torah

Which ismy special vineyard,

Unique to me and my objective

From of this aspect

My looks are dark

And thelight of my spirituality isdim

In myinteriorsaswell

But all thiswill be easily removed

If | don’t go through the vineyards

And if | disrobe from matter

And stay away from the sun

Tell me, he who my soul loved,

where do you pasture your sheep,
where will you rest at the heat of noon.
Why should | love my way

among the flocks of your companions?

Songs of the Soul.

Verse 7: Let me know

The Ra yah is speaking to her lover
Whois standing behind thewall

Since she could not be alone with him
Asthe daughters of Jerusalem are guarding her
Sheaskshimto let her know about

His roundabouts

Where she could find him

When she will be able

To escape from the chamber of the king
Asitiswritten in theverse:

Tell me, oh one who my soul |oved
Where will you pasture [the sheep]
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Namely, the shepherd

At times shepherds the sheep

And at timerests

At noon

When he cannot pasture the sheep
Because of the sun’s heat

Then hewill liedown

At thetime of pasturing

Each shepherdisin his own special place
Hence where will you pasture [the sheep]
But at theresting time

All the shepherdsgather

To one shaded place

Therethe sheep lie down

Torestalittle

Hencethe verse

“Wherewill you rest at noon”

Upon the sheep of your friends

Namely, next to the sheep of your friends
Ashe says:

| will beasawrap

Which he saysasan aside

Namely, why are you here

Asyou are wrapped and covered and preyed
Cover from thelanguage of covering with a coat
Or from the language of [y

A prey bird that preyson itsvictim
Under the curtains of Solomon and his chambers
| am born to be free

On the plains of Sharon

And the split mountains of Bater

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 7: Thedivine Ra' yah said
Speaking to her supernal lover

Who stands behind her walls

Since she could not unite with him

In prophetic union

Because the forces of matter shadow her
Sheaskshimto let her know where heis
Namely, to teach how hewill educatein truth
By the search and quest of learning and research
TheGreat Shepherd

At times shepherds and at timesrest
Namely,

The providence of HaShem

And his shepherding of hisflock
Namely, his hosts and creatures

All of life

Isin two manners:

At times heleads them by providence
Not through

Nature and mazal [luck, constellation]
And other leaders

But only shepherds his own flock

Under personal providence



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28

yavy ponm

JNONN 295 N DD

SN mm

JNNY NS DX DYV
DONIY NTN PRYD DY
YL OY OPNY

pATAm)

DY MOV

NN O NYYA D) WK
DY IPRY 90 NN
Nam

NYI9N NYaY

NYIN NND NN WA N
YIN PV IV YOV

19N ONY P

P NP Y IPIPY
Rkl patplV]

MoWIM YIVN NVYY NYI 1
YN YAV N POY XD
NI NS 2P P

DN DM NIV 191N DY
VAWM NNN

NN NY2 MDY Y
DYINNA PN NNID DX
mMoyInN NVYOVY Nya v
YU 97m

DNV MLWYN INX YN NI WN
OV NN 10D

DMWY TPYIN NY12 M
Y125 MW NN

INN W PN

NN NY12 DI
PIINOTTY DSNY DY N2

12 NS IN D

DMYTYY DY DN
DIPHYN DIV DY DNV
DINY DX

MTIPY Y9I YN YN

PO NNPDY WO NYPA MM
1T DN NISHDY

NIND INNINN PPN NV
oY v

VWD NN

N0 NI NN

NAVIYI NDIDN MN NN DI
299y PYN NV
MINOYON P2

OV M1 Y

NTNY AN NON

nYowN NNd

DOV NN NYTM

35

And hewill distribute abundance

To everyone per their needs

And thisisthe analogy of the shepherd

Who shepherds his flock by himself

At times when the generation does not merit
Hewill lead them through nature

And mazal, constellation

And the government of the sky

Which helimited during the six days of creation
And thisindicatesthat heis not shepherding
But lies down

Asat thetime of resting

The sheep will not receive from the shepherd
New abundance of food and nourishment
They will only be lead

By the liveliness and nourishment

That they have received already

When nature and constellationsrule

He does not add new abundance

But will only rest the flock of creation
Seeing to that they lack nothing

In termsof theliveliness and abundance
Which helimited in hisworld during creation
And thislying down will be at noon
Namely, at the timethe constellationsrule
Andthesunisinits power

The sun isthe head of the sky’ s government
Which includesthe stars and constellations
At the time of shepherding

He will see and supervise alone

Therewill beno onealong with him

But at rest time

Hewill rest by the flocks of hisfriends

At that time

His shepherd friends and their flocks
Which arethestars and the supremeministers
Which rest their flock,

Each one per their commands

But Solomon’s soul desired to know

And find her lover HaShem

In the two types of providence

When Solomon saysin the verse

I'll beasawarp

Thisisan aside

Namely, why are you covered and wrapped
With cloud and fog

Among the shadows of the body

Which isthe House of Solomon

| am born and educated

To be knowledgeable

And full of action.
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If you lose your way,

oh most beautiful of women,
follow the tracks of the sheep,
and graze your goats

at theshepherds’ dwellings.

Songs of the Soul.

If you...

The supreme shepherd responds

He suggests that you escape

From the king's court

And cometo me

You'll need two things:

First, you'll need to know whereto find me
Second, you'll need advice how to espace
Without being detected by the guards
And by Solomon’s soldiers on the way
Asfor thefirgt, to find my place

Follow the tracks of the sheep

When you recognize the sheep paths
Andtheir tracks

You'll cometo the place
Wheretheshepherdis.

Asfor the second

How to escape without being detected
Shepherd your goats

At and by the shepherd' s dwellings

They will then think you are a shepherd
And the poet used theword “a” for “on”
Which indicates “up” “above and beyond”

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual | nterpretation]

If you...

The supreme shepherd responds

Hetells her to escape the court and cometo him
Namely, to leave the urge and the passion

And matters of the body

And direct yoursdlf tolearning and understanding
Until you perceive my truth

Y ou will need two things:

First, to know my location and how to find me
Namely, to know the way

By which my truth is perceived

And how to enter the orchard (Pardes)
Torecognize

The One who said and the world became
Second, you need advice

So that you will not be delayed by



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28

IOV TONN OITIT

T 5199

PITN INN

NDOPYM YN N

N DY N

ITINNNY PN NN IRSHPNY
T9 N OIN

INSP IPYI TOONY
nhaarksl

VI 92T NI XY TN
NYTY PONY YIIN N9
D2WN YN NN

DY NINY NN TN

MNY T8N 9

VP DY DOINNIN NN TSN P79
"'WYIN NN PION NN VY
7NONN MIPD SYV 9

TONM ONPNIM NHDYM
NS IPYI DMIONIN

O»NN MNDY

IMZNNI DMNX PMIN NINY 19D
VN NOYTY ON

220 M55 MNON

2N YY ND DN

NN TR NOY
yryrlpna omn
JNdwn ToNmn

SISWON

YT ANOYN

NYYIN NN INY Y TIVYN
TAY OPNN MND NN TN
oY OO THIN DNV

1IN T N

O»NN MNDY NININN MTNY
PNN NNV YOPN TH2IYA IWN
1 MmN>

997N MLV WX DPNN TMINDY
957 PN NINY MOV

Y90V 5910 NNN HONY
WNN NN

MOV 210N MYON NINY
NNOPIN D

20 WIND TPOONYD

INNM MAPYI TIONS NI
PIVTI NNROYN

YN DX TIONY

WMDY NN NN AITYI 1D

M3 2300 YN Y

DYYIN MDWN DY

2) ¥ WA NNN Y 97

NN NN DIPMINN DINK DY
PITN N WD

OMITY MNRNDM INYNNM
DOYID) DD PPV PN DN
PNONRN WD THNN NNN
NONN DOWINY TY

37

Thetroops of King Solomon

Namely, not to be blocked

By the urge and its troops

From diligentlylearning

Asfor thefirst

That you'll find my place and truth

I’mtelling you

Go out, follow the tracks of the sheep

Namely, the recognition of HaShem

By his essence isnot possible

And you will not be able to know and recognize
The Shepherd of theworld

By what He shepherds

Namely, by His own essence

Only by the sheep whom He shepherds

By the sheep you will recognize the Shepherd
Namely, by the signs of wisdom

And the ability and the compassion and the mercy
Which is recognizable by the tracks of the sheep
And theforcesof life

AsHeleadsthem in hislovingkindness

You'll recognizethe greatness of the Shepherd
Hiswisdom, and His ?? ability.

Asfor the second,

That you will not be delayed by the urge

Which governsthe body and itstroops

From the complete process

| advise you

Graze your goats

Try, when you are the shepherd

Governing thelife forcesthat arein you

Which are your goats

And thiswill bein away

That you imagine this governing to the life forces
In your little world, which is the body
Asanalogousto the governing of HaShem
Tothelifeforcesin hisbigworld

As heleads everything

For one comprehensive objective

Which hedesires

Which is the objective of goodness and wholeness
So you will conduct yourself

To the objective of goodness and wholeness

He says: follow the tracks of the sheep

And graze your goats

So that the Ra' ayalearn

From His shepherding of His sheep world

By the good shepherd that isin her

At the shepherd’ sdwellings

Namely, that under the soul thereare
Other shepherds who govern the body
Likethe force of imagination
Theforce of arousal, desire, etc.

But they need to all submit

Tothe governance of the divine soul
Until these shepherds,
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Namely, the leaders of the forces of the body
Will shepherd under thedivine Ra aya

And shewill bein control of them

And with the wisdom of her hands

Shewill lead them

We have already explained in the Preface
That thissong is set upon thefirst vision
Revealed to Solmon in Givon in adream at night
And He asked Solomon: what shall | giveyou
And Solmon asked an understanding heart

To hear judgement

To distinguish between good and evil

This respond was good in the eyes of HaShem
That Solomon asked for it

Certainly, not because he asked it in hisdream
It was good in the eyes of HaShem

Asthe acceptance and the thought in adream
Isnot aproduct of consciousness or choice
Since heasked for it in hisdream

He must have dwelt with this thought earlier
For many days, when awaken

And herequested diligently

Tounderstand judgement

And the quality of this effort and diligence
Wasthe reason for the prophetic vision

In which God revealed to him

And granted his request

Thus, before he startstelling in the versesto come
About thisvision and prophesy

That the Ra’ aya, the soul of Solomon

United with her lover, May He Be Blessed,
Hestarted telling in hissong

How in the beginning the soul of Solomon
Tried to recognize and know HaShem

And know His ways

We have already explained in our commentary
To Psalms 72:60 ?

On the verse “ Give your judgementsto the king”
That judgment belongsto God

Namely, when law givers agree by necessity
Onagenera ruling judgment

That will bethe balance with which judges judge
All the partial and detailed rulling

When all thevaliant

Could not find the balance and ruling law
They agreed that judgment belongs to God
Since Heisthe supreme law giver

And thecomprehensiveintelligence.

Thus, the source of justice and itsroot

Iswith theroot of all roots, the master of all
Solomon asked for justice from HaShem

The poet requested justice for theKing

Since only from the God of justice

We can learn balance and judgment

Welearn it by learning His ways and paths
Thetracks of the sheep

And hisleading of the sheep of creation
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The way a shepherd manages hisflock

Inlaw and justice

Therefore he preceded to offer

That before HaShem revealed to Solmon

And spokewith himin avision

That would be told beginning with the verse
My marein the chariots of pharaoh and on
Solomon asked to know the justice of HaShem
And theway he ruled Hisworld.

| have imagined you, my bel oved,

as my very own mare among Pharaoh’s chariots.

Songs of the Soul.

Verse 9: | have imagined you...

[With theseingtructionsand signs
Given to her by her lover

She was successful escaping from
The chambers of Solomon

To her lover in the desert

Hetold her about what had transpired
Between her and her lover.

The shepherd sees her

Adorned with gold jewelry and pearls
And he saysto her

My beloved, | have imagined you
Asmy own mare among the chariots of Pharaoh
Namely, to meit seems

Asif Solomon had taken my mare
My only mare

And harnessed her to hischariots, asone
Among the other horses and chariots
He had [received] from Egypt

From the House of Pharach
[Asitissaidintheverse

And the chariot of Egypt |€ft]

Even though Solomon

Has many better horses and chariots
Which arethe*Chariots of Pharaoh”
And among al [7] the horses

He took out of Egypt

He a so took my own horse

Which was my one and only horse
And harnessed her to his chariots
Even though he has

Many wives and concubines

First among whom isthe daughter of Pharaoh
He took my mare aswell

Sheis my mate, my spouse

My only one.



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28

n8ONn

snowslio
oonlay)

nowll oxsthmbhwx
o 1HronpN
nnnxalbrowm
mxnthxanshno
yyaxafhboxham
noonlbvna
omanhahoon
(mnmlbmTnihathex
nnowlbaxsihrnbnox
muninioswonthoap
yyhrannnhwx
vnwipooabxow

ONRnhmx
mow S Fm By
yrabhona
oymnnbnonbhxkp
yalaoibwalhnowihn
nonnb Nl
munthasnibowvinn
;vnbpnlbsnnixg
T

TNYNHM
nnowhaombmnoisTnuibn
aronlionw

byl bmxirowvibya
mxnmbhwonlbnw
Awwnlimohnop
;vrsthallonwihmnhxhnzew
mnonnlbonhxknm
whhmonbiw
ymnhaonhnmbhrny
mowlbwa
mayahomnbuiooyonion
Twnshmmionhwx
mvopnlhasnnhx
;owilionw
»yrwlsnbx

oynhorn
noyrnlhaonnbhx
299anhwesnnliony
mnowmbwixmbonbx
nowlionm
naomalpomnbhynonw
mnoxnooonlhpy
nyrabaonbxihox
nhxEwnny
owlhwhwnbpnbx
no95[thyalorolhn
thyABalom

mnoxnbanw
mnxbowmbbnn
Amnnlhnobhynn

40

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 9: | haveimagined you
(According tothe signs

That HaShem gave Solomon'’ s soul

In how to recognize hisways

And learn histruth

She merited thisvision of prophesy

And HaShem spoke to Solomon in Givon
In adream at night

And hetold her about

What the lovers spokein the vision

God seesthat the soul of Solomon
Received jewels from the body
Shejoined

Aswill beexplained in the following verse

He saysto her:

My beloved, | have imagined you as my mare
In the chariots of Pharach

He callsthe leading forces

Of Solomon’s body “The Chariots of Pharaoh”
Astheseleaders

Who pull the chariots of the body

Left Egypt, the place of evil

Theimaginary forces

and the arousing forces of the mind

Try tolead Solomon’ s chariot

Which is his body

Regarding hislove to numerousforeign women
Which are prideand passion

Jeal ousy, honor, and wealth

That helove evil which isthe daughter of Pharaoh
And he cdlsfor the divine soul

Who was also given to him.

To bethe leader of the chariots of hisbody
Which hecalls“My mare’

Sheisthe mare of the Rider of the Plains
Whois ready to pull

Thelittlechariot

Which isthe body of Solomon

To the sidewhich will be lead by

The supremerider of

Thegreat chariot

Which isexistencein generl, [leading]

To goodness, happiness, and compl eteness
And King Solomon

Whoistheinclination leading his chariots
Took thedivine mare

And harnessed her to the chariots of Pharach
So that shewould pull the chariot

Toaplace

Where the horses of Pharach wished to go.
He wanted

The divine soul

To be pulled after the leadership

Of theforces of matter
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»wromtona  Inhischariotsand horsemen.
sSthinvnnlmowipnita Nevertheless, you are my special mare
»rnpwnstivnns  To pull and be pulled and to be conducted
»nylas  According to my will.

Whoismy marein the chariotsof Pharaoh?

Jeff Mann

Mordechai-Ephraim

Roni

DB

BL

Dave

Pharaoh isthe reductive consciousness (Y etzer Harah) that manifestsin my body and motivations. My
mareisthe Positive (Y etzer Tov) manifestation of my soul within my body and my motivations. It pulls
my chariot (my body mind) out of Mitzrayim consciousness, to my true salf, true soul and to my true
beloved. True freedom.

My Mare

The Elusive soul within usall.

Not (yet) harnessed to anything other than primal dynamic of the (sensual/spiritual) world.

The Steeds of Pharaoh (theworld of Separation) run helter-skelter with the wind and forces of nature,
building rhythm on tension without focus or release.

When placed within the chariots of Pharaoh, this maretakes easily, moves quickly to its divine purpose to
steer toward creative union (our higher purpose) moving with the Divine Rhythm. The Holy Pulse that
makes us One with the ONENESS.

[ ]

She ismy mare, my spouse, my only one.
Sheisharnessed, tied to forcesthat could lead in the wrong direction. But with the power that residesin
her, which islove and truth, shewill lead the chariots out of danger, toward the highest good.

Thisisthethought of creation.

(Something from nothing).

My mare needs the Chariots of Pharaoh, which is physicality-and will be pulled accordingly.
All the forces-are necessary (i.e., pride, passion, jealousy, honor, wealth).

But the goodness, happiness and ??ness isthe fulfillment--and precedes all desires.

The divine scheme. The actor (the soul) in the play. (God' simagination). Under thisinfluence of God's
illusions.

TheChariots.

Thekey phrase that speaksto meisthelast “Nerveless you are my special mare, to pull and be pulled
according to my will” (Thedivine play). All thingsand all timesand all that is supported in body and soul
are apart of the hidden purpose of God' simagination. We

areathought. God isthinking us.

D.A.

Pirkko

Mel

Farhad

M.L.

| have recognized my body’ s experience with the soul, and am not confused with therest of the material
world (Separation - general term [?7] - with the material world by experiencing the soul in the body).
When the body experiences the soul can separate from therest of the powers of the material world.

My mareis beautiful embodiment of freedom and holiness. Freedom from distractions and separation.

The divine presence with leads. The chariot too that higher places of holiness. From Malkhut to keter, so
the soul can join its source.

My mare is the one to make me complete by all means.
The one who has perfect balance and energy not ??? soul. But one not he or she.

| will focus on the favorite mare which is always connected to the ultimate is the wisdom of the bodly.
This mae connectsto G-d in silence but runswith the rest of the pack. Most people have many horses
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pulling their chariot, but thewise chariot driver tunesinto the wisdom of their body, for that mare has only
one purpose... to return thehome it knowsin silence. The chariot driver has the choice of steering the
chariot, but according to what ... the mareto the Ultimate... in silence.

Ride me home

Oh mare of love
Totheroot

of al I have
Tothedepth

of all I am
Ride me home

to the plains of One

Ronnie

INPD Chapter 1, Verse 10
Dﬁﬂ;ﬁ'\’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ}:{; » 10 navulecha’yaichbatorim
ETRRINT

tzavarechbacharuzim

v v

by
nnowBoyolvnmlhm
yovonalbowvpnibny
amBynnin

by
Twosbylbryialirm
TonnBoiovipawhexo

n8ONn

wolb)
;owlhasymahwoxbwnwlybax
ymvahaonwl'yb™
yowombhowipnhx
TonnBowlowplbalhwx
Trobylbmn
Tasbylbryyabnam
sosnnvnalshonikowihn
mmalhwpnnlbrolonibb -
M bwhwnthmoniks
[beanB»won
opmimhnoiox
owxnBxonbn

PPYUD
mnnlbyamnlbownis
onyyalbnwBnabatnies
owpnmimninbowon
onvlbpnm
;mmabhwpnbowninn
munbrbTrwdybax
mnnthasmathvpn
Symbwwihalbhwy)
mmvnbapnw

Y our cheekbones are pretty with earrings,

your throat with beads.

Songs of the Soul.

Verse 10: Y our cheekbones...

Y ou look like the horses of Solomon
Which are adorned with jewelry
Hence, let usplace gold earrings
Upon your cheeks

And pearl necklaces on your neck
Theway they do to the king’ s horses.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritua Interpretation]

Verse 10: Y our cheekbones...

By being harnessed to Solomon’s chariot
Namely, by being deployed in his body
You are adorned with jewels

That adorn thekings' horses

Earrings on your cheeks

Pearl necklaces on your neck

Y ou never had them when you were with me
Before the soul became attached to the body
It did not perceive any of the

Material perception

Quality, quantity, timeand place

And all the conditions of matter

And its perceptions.

Asthemind abstracted from matter

Will percelvethingsasthey are

Stripped of timeand place

And theincidentsthat are

The conditions of mind attached to body
But by descending to the body

And attaching to the chariot of matter

A great changetakes placein her.

She now receives her perceptions
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Through the converted screen
And through the windows of the senses
Perception isgraduated.

First themind will abstract

Conceptsfrom the material images

Seen through the eyes

And it will call everything by name

So that the general word for this

Will be called the soul of things

And they are concepts abstract from the senses
Asisknown in the science of logic [philosophy]

Initsorigin
Before being locked up in the body
Shedid not know at all

About conventional speech

That people useto communicate.

The separateintellects

Will perceive everything

Through themind

And will not use the speech

Used by the souls that are

Attached to the matter of their concepts.

Hence the verse: your cheekbones are pretty
The cheekbone represents speech

The speaking cheeks

Pretty earrings

[Theearring isa concrete representation
which isacommon attribute]

Namely, now speech istaken

From the concreteindications

Which are called by different names
Where the cheeks move

Torevea your concepts

(Once again) At first, when she was above
She perceived immediately

Knowing what she knows simply

With no levels, time ,or observation

But after being installed in the body

Her perceptionsare dow and gradual,

First building sentences from concepts

By combining concepts with each other

In positive or negative formulations

Asfor example, the appleisred,

the appleisnot black.

Or in apositive, avoiding or in aconditional way
And the other ways and formulations
Themind congtructs

As known in the science of logic

Later shewill connect these sentences

And construct syllogisms

And from these other syllogisms.

And these are the necessary and constant laws
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mnahwpnbeys  Of the soul attached to matter
mwynlhnoowna  In her intelligence and observation
Amnninlhowamnibansks  Shewill not be able to discard matter
yaonbnxwhnhnonams - Asisknown in metaphysics.

ownaoskayy  Hence the verse: your neck in beads
Spnlksmi»snizsn  The neck represents the source of the voice
M 1nlnbnrlmsony  Whichismoreinternal than speech
»77»8m  And represents the ways of the soul’s
wyalbanthoown  Intelligencein contemplation
ownalwolbn  These arethe necklaces
o,y ny - The are made from many beads
‘NI~ One connected to the other
manpnlbnnl'y By thethread
,Lomxdm  That connects/rhymes and attachesthem
vovnbribawnhnnl>  So shewill connect/rhyme one sentence to the next
wpnbrbpn  Onesyllogism to the next.

How does the soul communicate in the body?

ME

ML

DB

JP

RM

BR

Ripples, waves, anticipations, rhyming pathways wrapping round us, flowing through us, flowing
towardsus, moving forward, moving backward ‘til we know that we are bound to Oneness, free from
Nothingness.

By knowing.
Knowing isa quality of being there...communicating between two identitiesis not the nature of the soul
but the nature of the mind.

The soul spesks in the body
Through dance.
It hearsthe music, which is everywhere.

The soul spesksin the body
Throughmusic.
It sSingsin rhymes, which are everywhere.

The soul speaksin the body
Through love.
It sees the beloved, who is everywhere.

In the body, the soul feels at home, enough so it can escape and return at will.

Internal travelers.

The soul installed in the body, turns colors and glows, to attract attention.

The soul likes the sparkly earringsvery much — external, logical, and metaphysical representaion of pure
beauty.

Soul speaks through beauty and harmony manifested in the hierophaming emanated by creativity, which
isthat tamesthe beast in man like the notes of a pleasant song.

Man hasears, but hears not.
He has eyes, but seesnot. ---(King David)

Remember the soul...it will reveal all.

The soul signals the body to react by emotion such aslove and hate.
The soul guides the body to understand the life beyond what we know.
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PA If your heart hastens, return to one my soul..refersto the right side of my heart which predominates and
burstsinto flame and glowsin such rapture that the soul is consumed with adesireto pour itself out into
the embrace of its confinement...it then reachesit’ssource. Therewill beadwelling placein the lower

world and the true essence of the divine will revea ed.

RS Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer
Prayer

XKD

. Dance. Talk. Meditate. Love.

. Song. Touch. Open Up. Focus.

. Deduce. Infer. Equate. Figure out.

. Decipher. Speak. Write. Sculpt.

. Hug. Calculate. Remember. Etch.

. Forget. Struggle. Understand. Explain.
. Dance. Talk. Meditate. Love.

Chapter 1, Verse11

N7 MERAETINR w0 1 toreymntasehtacy

Let us make you golden earrings

I’\'Q?UB’I‘\'-}PJ[E}?_ im nekudot hakasef. with silver filigree.
vayn vy - Songs of the Soul
p>nlin  Versell - Earrings
Hxnb»nws  When you were with me
ok You only had
qoontnplpy  Silver filigree
amnipowonslvnlks  You didn’t have any gold jewelry
qoonlpr Only silver jewelry
ownlko  Not even earrings
qoalbynnhwopinmplpy  Only small filigree of little silver
amynsbheysthnyy - And now, let us make you gold earrings.
N9 Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]
»nllh)  Versell - Earrings
mymlbinena  When you werein the dwelling
o1plnox Of the God of old
mowlaobahmombio  Before attaching yoursdlf to the chariots of Solomon
qoanwnpapbionlky  You had only silver filigree
nnoovnalkymibonikolned  Namely, that shehad in her intellect
ok hwmolks  Neither in quantity nor in quality
opnthoomnbhyxb»omnnbhmpnls  The geometrical point does not hold any space
ymohhponnninoay - Andisindivisible, asisknown.
mmonthoowhwsliom  Thisistheimage of the negation of quantity

o inmlibnnbwionhn
ownnnlbawmnnibnwlbnnny
smpaninondyibnp)
mnnothynnnabrroihw
ovawnnlbnwlbimnm
smnnlbwpnm
nmnhwonlbylbwipn
9swntpathnonnIhmo
nahsBxwlhmpanbianhn
mmathaonvEnbylbs
moxhawnn
qoontranhmabrwnnthn

The opposite of earrings and necklaces
Astheearrings are the concrete concepts
Perceived by their specific quantity

That differentiates between oneimage and the next
And the neckl aces are the sentences,

And thelogical syllogisms

Which refer totemporal quantity

Asisknown in the Critique of Pure Reason

And that isthe opposite of the quantity-less point
Even though being embedded in the body

The body does perceive quality

In this analogy gold isthe opposite of silver



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28 46

qoonfawlhxnl>  Thewhiteimage of silver
yaxnthoowli»sn  Representsthe negation of color
y1mthowanbasnlonfawnthomy  Whiteisthe simplest color, as known
amnlbrxihxnban  But the red image of gold
maxnlvsBonvlasnl»sn  Representsthe color that isthe mark of quality
onnlpnhiwnnthnywd)  (Namely, that [the soul] now perceives definitions
(monthmoabooslbpnndni>  Which in most casesinclude quantity and quality)
pslnlhonnd™ - Thusthe verse says: First you [the soul] had only
thrydoondnnpy - Silver filigree
Trmsyalsthwyy - But now, you have incorporated in a body
(nmoownonlbaninsyy)  (And the essence of the soul isitsintellect)
amBmn  Youhave gold earrings
manbhmsbwns  To perceive quantity and quality
onwnlpnh,m  And the other categories of materiality
Toswmlnsynnwlisn - Since your intellect has been materialized
Ar»umlibmna  In matter and its perception.

What ismy gold and what is my silver?

ME

ML

RM

M

DR

MR

BR

RS

Ripples, waves, anticipations, rhyming pathways wrapping round us, flowing through us, flowing
towardsus, moving forward, moving backward ‘til we know that we are

Gold has been seen as precious, gold istradition it isgiven. Silver isreceptive going to theright of my
being. Lifeistheunion of - gold (giving-tradition) and silver — receiving — true essence...a marriage of
mal e femal e equal s one or thereality of gold looking into amirror.

Thisisjust animage! My silver dots are the momentsthat | am lost in my imaginal world, and my gold is
when | lose myself with imagination.

Silver isimaginal!

Gold isimagination!

My points of silver are my points of desire, the small points of pure desire that areinside my heart and
soul — Chesed.

Golden earrings — gevura—is the boldness and power that overpowers my points of pure desire. Boldness
and power need to be connected and led by these points of pure desire that are in the heart, in the soul.
“Thelittle child that leads.”

Silver is soul.Gold is body.
Silver hasno form or shape — needs body (gold) to be complete.

Only my perception
when my isactive - my gold is dominant
When my isinactive - silver is.

My gold and my silver has changed places.
What mattered to me does not matter to me anymore and what did not matter to me has become important.

As Chochmah, Binah, and Dat isthe channe to Keter, my gold (world of duality) isthe material world |
spend timein, while my silver (soul oneness) isthe transcendance of time and space as| make my way in
thematerial world, understanding that it'sall an illusion and does not matter.

Why did He create Silver?—theinfinite...no end...notime...no space.
Why did He create Gold? - theworld...differentiation...time...space.
So that He and His Name could be One.

Sterling silver earrings— seven golden, please.
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Italian gold necklaces— seven silver coins, thank you.

Sil-old, golver, silly old Gulliver.
Rescued from a sinking ship

By little people

Memorial Day jewelry sale

All must go

Grand opening jewelry super store
Ears of gold, neck of silver

Or wasit, earsof silver, neck of gold
Or was it, silver of ear, gold of neck
Or wasit.
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May the king lay down,

as my fragrance spreads out.

Songs of the Soul

Verse 12 [The Raya asresponse]
Know that | have now separated
From the company of King Solomon.
While hewas sitting at histable
Reclined,

Enjoying his pleasures,

| did not desire hisddlicacies.

My fragrance

[Representing her lover

Whois her fragrance and perfume]
My lover’s perfume,

Which ismy fragrance and perfume
He has given [me] his scent.

| have sensed His good scent,

| was drawn to follow him.

It [the verse] also says

That the scent of hisfragrance;
Namely, the scent of my lover
Comes from His place,

Reaching the place where the King wasreclining.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 12 (The soul’ s response)

Know that | have | eft matter

And separated from its company

Astheking isthe arousing power

And theinclination ruling the body
sittingreclined,

And hereclines his head enjoying the pleasures of flesh,
My fragrance has given out His scent

| have sensed the scent of His fragrance

Which isthe spiritual scent

And theincense

To sanctify that which eminatesfrom my fragrance
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swrplnTllony  Which is my Holy Lover
‘N> 1lnwanBs  Namely, my sense of the ways of Hashem
wymm - And hisruling

ynBonohmn  Who “breathes’ my nostrilswith His scent

momnlbwhonolbyn  The verse al'so saysthat the scent of spirituality
woynnTn  Of the supreme lover
vipalmponislway  Was granted to me from His placein Holiness,
smnlbwpnllly  Reaching the place of my body,
momlbwhwrhivnw  Wheretheevil inclination sitsreclining.
What isthe scent of fragrance?

DB The scent of fragrancerises
From your eyes. It blossoms
In the words of your mouth.
The scent of fragrance burns
With acool flame.
It soothes me with the perfume
That risesfrom first fruits.
It is much too closeto my heart.

MR Asonetravelsthru life, the scent of fragranceis everywhere. Thefragranceisthe purity of lifeitself and
isthereflection of the natural world. The scent of thisfragranceisthe soulfulness found in creation and
brings about a sense of freedom aswe realizethat we are that fragrance.

MF The scent of fragrance
Islikethe sum of the parts
Of the substance of the soul.
The soul of the elementsthat lift usup high,
Hightothelight,
Thelight of HaShem.

| like components of incense
Which when separated

Have a unique value

And integrity of their own

But when joined together

Elevates usto places not imagined
But nevertheless are miraculoudy
self evident when experienced.

BR The scent of fragranceisthe reshimot —
the imprint.. the memory.. of the ways of Hashem.
He created and breathed into me with His scent.
My fragrance “remembers’ hisscent asit came
from Above to be ow.
A part of Hisscent isin meand it longsto return,
tojoin its source.

DR The scent of fragranceisit’ s (fragrance’ s) manifestation — as perceived by the created beings. Fragrance
can not beintellectualized. Fragranceisonly felt. By itsscent, fragrance appealsto the senses (the lower,
grossregions) yet sustainsits purity. The question iswhat isthefragrance? What isit’sdesire by being
sensed?

F When the Holy One blow the scent in dirt, the fragrance of Hashem created life.
The scent of lower keep the humans alive and be part of G-d and the fragrance of Hashem makes life be
shining.
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PA
genuine scent of holiness and love.

Surely, you Hashem recognize my fragrance and only then | will achieve the joyous experience of love.

Bad breath can kill adate
No deodorant can ruin an interview

RS Are my true colors my true scents

Queen Esther in perfume palacefor six months

Masks of smell revealing her inner beauty
Good incense drives out the bad vibes

Bad angels choke on the fragrance of purity
My fragrance gives out His Holiness.

INP® Chapter 1, Verse 13
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Thisisbogus, thisis not the scent | really want. From deep within the soul recalls of thereal thing,

My beloved is a cluster of myrrh

between my breasts.

Songs of the Soul

Verse13... acluster
Sheexplainsthat she sensed
Her lover’s good scent
From two aspects:

First, from the aspect of the memory
Of the perfume she has,

Her lover resembles her

Like abundle of myrrh

Bundled between her breasts.
Itisetched on her heart

Whenever his scent and memory
Ascends between her breasts.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 13... abundle

She explainsthat she sensed the good scent
And spirituality of HaShem and hisdivinity
From two aspects:

First, from the divine aspect in the soul
Asthe soul isfrom the side of divinity

A part of His essence, May He Be Blessed,
Sheresembles atablet

Upon which isetched

All aspectsdivine

Asthe part resemblesthe whole

When a person open hisinternal mind’' s eyes
And looks at the tablets of his soul

Hewill find there the dwelling of HaShem
And hischamber.

He will observethere all the divine wonders
Etched on thetabletsin adivineletter.

And the divine scent is bundled and concealed
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walhasa  Inthe bundle of hissoul.
mlbrym  From this aspect
B5hm78m7 My beloved resembles me
»1wlafonhwnines  Asthe bundle of myrrh resting between my breasts.
B2a50htm  And the chambers of my heart
Bwanthsbony  (He conceives the bundle of myrrh
[bowmnlkinw  Which heats the body,
ymmavlibnabnsnibillom  Andisthe blood bundled in the animal
2onlbTal»nolwry  He compares the blood of the heart,
otnhnamony  Which isthe superior blood
nnwasikeindboyw  Carried by every living soul,
(mnBnoxnlthvanbnny  the bundle of this divine scent).

What isthe concealed scent of my soul?

MF

RM

RS

MR

BR

DR

Asl breathein all thelight and life of the universe, my lungsfill, my breasts rise, my heart swellsand the
lifeforce swirlswith warmth within me. Asl breathe out, all my senses are activated as the universal
flow passes through me filtered by the subtle awareness of what has transpired. But the scent of my soul
(the scent of HaShem which iswithin meisthe scent of lifeand light). | can only realize within my
mind’ s eye only within theinner awarenessthat should | know, |1 would cease to be.

A heart islike arefrigerator which hastwo parts. The essence of one' s soul isin the realm of the frozen
part. Toreach it isnot enough: one needsto bring a spark to kindle afireto melt the frozen content to
bring out the conceal ed aroma of its soul. Only then can one sense what the fragranceis.

When the mother of al heard the cry of the infant child, she put the head of orphan down between her
breast.
The seat of milk of life give the orphan soul.

The concealed scent of my soul isthe perfume of my lover.
Etched on the fabric of my being.

Deep in the darkness of my...

Thefamiliar warmth of light, truth,

Sweetest, deepest, highest, bestest,

Plain secrets of illuminated clarity

Carried in that which can never betold.

Oneness isthe concealed scent of my soul.

Asthe Holy One existsin concealment, we exist as areflection of the natural world in theimage of
Elokim. Asblack fire on white fireisthe blueprint of creation, the scent of the soul isthe presence of
those etchingswhich are etched on the soul. And the heart isthe threshold which opens up into the soul
allowing the experience of scent.

| donot ‘know’ this scent...It isconcealed from me.

Only when it is bundled — meaning, in the way it comes from above to below —
Then | ‘know’ its memory.

The Holy One concelves this bundle.

He creates something from nothing.

The providence of correction.

Weare assured redemption.

We are guided along a path that is predetermined. Regardless of our life's actions, deeds or misdeeds, His
love for us never wavers. We can affect all the acts of the play that are our existent incarnations except the
last. Stiched into the fabric of our being is His divine scent that isimmutable. We were, are now, and will
always be with Him.

Hisdivine thought. Eventually that thought and its onenesswill become predominant.
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May that time come quickly.

DB Fresh-cut grass, the metallic taste of blood,
ahouse built out of mud or summer rain,
an infant’ shead, the earth between her toes,
wood chips on the floor of aroom
where someoneis peeling an orange—
mix these together with mortar and pestal,
with fireand smoke, with musk
and ocean breeze. Then hidethem,
try to hidethem in the farthest reaches
of your mind, bundled in cotton,
under a melody of sorrow, under a mel ody of joy.

PA The concelaed scent of my soul ishidden in my physical and material actionsin the relationsto the quality
of life — the force of Hashem’ s wisdom.

Finding out that thereisthe Divine reflection in my internal mind’ s eye.
In the chambers of my heart is both the essence and the given —
discovery of innate gift —

new experiences — new scents

leading tolight and enlightenment.

Understanding that every living soul carriesthe concealed scent,

and only looking inward brings revelation

not yet etched —not yet understanding

dtill seeking to peel

layer by layer
discovering...
TR Chapter 1, Verse 14
: o o o) .
7‘?@1‘\’1@]‘1@;?57314?:5 T 14 eshkol hakofer dodi | My beloved is a sheaf of henna blossoms,
:71;\['R71;D231?: becharmey ein gedi in the vineyards of Ein Gedi.

wayn > »yw  Songs of the Soul.

Snenli™  Verse 14: ashedf
Browleranlla  Secondly, shewill sensethat his scent
;nnldton Comes from afar
~a1mlBnyEnol>  Asthevineyards of Ein-Gedi in the desert
;vlhynonthwx Where heis camped
~avnnbownothslhmT  Resemble her as the henna blossoms sheaf
pinnomhownn Which diffusesits scent afar.

nYn  Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Svwnll)  Verse 14: asheaf
yahwnlla  Secondly, she senses his scent
mnoxnrsnlnmny  And his spirituality from the aspect of divinity
mnonnawionkymn  Which resides outside of the divine soul
maosnnboathowannn  Which spreads out in al of reality
omonnimrevlbunhux  Where the sages can scent it
yxbhy1s  To know it
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And perceiveit

And from the vineyards of Ein-Gedi
(Whichisinthe desert

Asmentioned in Samue!)

Namely, from the desert

Where heresides

Which isahint to his dwelling on the plains
Outside of thisworld which isinhabited by people
It resemble a sheaf of henna

Whose scent isfelt from afar

[He used the metaphor of a sheaf
Sincedivinity contains all reality
Thereisnothing without it

Asa sheaf that containsall itsfruit

In thevineyards there are many sheaves
Nevertheless, the sole sheaf of hennaisfelt
And recognized among the

Other thousands of vineyard sheaves

By his scent.

His scent is also asign among his hosts
The special onewhich isrecognized among
Thousands of worlds

By his spirituality and hisruling

As He enables life for everyone).

Grlhwannihp»wnlsthymwlem  And she says that she perceived the spirituality of HaShem
v Andhisglory
wonbhwxhwnnlisna  Both from the aspect of the body’ s perception
avawBontnoxalhwnnlisna  And the aspect of divinity which is outside the body.
What aremy interior externalsand exter nal interiors?

MF I’minsideout and outsidein
as| travel through this process
| know my self and | know my NOT
as|’m falling through the abyss
But grounded | am by my senses WITHOUT
that kegps me bound within
And soaring aoft in the heady ethers
by the scent that frees my soul

MR Internal transcendancy and external materiality isabout finding thelovein
determination, the restrictivenesin empathy, the beauty in union which
resultsin creation so that therelationship is such that theteacher appears
when the student isready. Finding Moshiach.

BR How isthe sole sheaf of henna recognized among the thousands of
vineyard sheaves?
Thevineyard sheaves are like the sefirot. When all the sefirot of al
theworlds—the 10 x 10 x 10 x 10 —the 1000’ s of sheaves are filled with
His scent, then wewill know Him... internal, external, and beyond...
All will beasOne.

DR He knows
Heisthat which isknown
He is knowledge
Theactors
Theaction
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Theplay
Thescript
The concept
Theaudience
ML | seetherearetwo things: 1)the mind-madereality and
2)the consciousness that views the mind-made reality.
The mind-madereality is our perceptions and conceptions, it createsour beliefs and iswhat unifies man.
The consciousness that giveslifeto the mind-madereality is connected/is a part of the ultimate reality.
Man has no control of consciousness. It isalways perfect and connected to the Ultimate. | fedl itis
possible to become conscious of consciousness, but we haveto let go of the mind-made redlity.
RM My internal external isto bring out my desires...to share...toteach...
to sing the song of divinity.
And my external internal isto understand and absorb the song of nature
And thetruth surroundingit.
RS The Holy One Blessed Be He created in the world infinite sets of reflections so that everything can learn
what/whoit isthrough consciousness: men women, in out, physical spiritual, blessed cursed...mirrorsare
liketrandators from one languageto another. They have obvious differences, and hidden similarities.
When you realizethat the whole world is but a manifestation of your soul, then, through trandation you
might consider that your soul isamanifestation of the whole world.
PA Can the depth of theinternal exteriors be measured? Can the external internals be encompassed by vast
seas, or contained within expansive skies? Only sublime emotions stem from love of the Master of all

works, the Source of good and kindness.
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Y ou are beautiful, my beloved,

Y ou are beautiful, your eyes are doves.

Songs of the Soul

Y ou arebeautiful...

When the Lover hears about her marriagelove
He responds:

Y ou are beautiful for two reasons:

First, because you are my spouse,

The guardian of my love,

And you did not yield to King Solomon.
Second, you are beautiful for who you are
Your eyes are like doves

Who do not look but at their mates.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 15: Y ou are beautiful

HaShem saysto the soul

You are beautiful in two aspects

First, since you are my spouse

A part of me

Cleaved to me toward divinity

Which isthe entirety of existence outside of the soul
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And that is the sheaf of henna.

Secondly, you are beautiful on your own account
From your own essence too

You are holy, a daughter of God

And the divine beauty is

The beginning of glory about you

From the divine aspect in the soul

That isrepresented by the bundle of myrrh

Your eyes are doves

Namely, you have two types of eyes

Firgt, theinternal eye which seesall the emotional powers

To seein them thedivinevisions

Which are etched on their tablets

Second, the external eye

With which she looks at the totality of existence
To see the providence of HaShem

His governance, wisdom and ability

This resembles the eyes of doves

Doves -- which areinseparable of their mates
So look at me with both your eyes,

To know me, desire me and ask for my love.

Y ou are beautiful, my beloved, and pleasant,

our bed isfresh.

Songs of the Soul

You are beautiful, my beloved

The Ra aya responds

You are beautiful for your qualities
And pleasant for your completeness
And now thetime has come

For usto get together

Wewill not lie

On beds of gold and silver

Nor in ahouse or achamber

Wewill deepin theforest

On beds of wood and moaist branches
This bed of ours

Where we will make love

Isfresh, made of moist and fresh branches
Our bed isfresh and moist

Thetime of lovemaking has arrived.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

You are, (the soul responds)

You are beautiful, my bel oved

Y ou too, from these two aspects

First, from the aspect of divinity outside the soul

Y ou are beautiful

The beauty which residesin the order of existence
Isfound first in your essence
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Since you are the source of beauty

mnponlny  Asfrom this source
Joxnnboobylovnibwonn  Beauty will spread over the entirety of reality
vonlhuxnoxnlisnlla  Second, from the divinity in the soul
owldx  You arepleasant
mawymbwmynbwanBales»  The pleasant and sweet soulswill fedl
Loowlhnvnlym  The more complete essence
nonnbwytpnibpeinnixavibhnx - After these two passionate and holy [lovers]
omyahwxlbron  Haveclarified their relationship
vasonhwxbnspnbwlsn  From the two aspects, outside the soul
vanhoxnlnnonm  And the divinity concealed in the soul
nynBranBooxnthny  Then she saysthat thetime has come
7rolbamy  For their coupling
vaslhnwlhnoxn - Divinity outside the soul
vonlhwxnoxnlby  With divinity in the soul

S nnbownbylawnlbmpniinn
yopnbowalhownbnpnivlby
9anlbyOnwrmonlpono

nupall'yw

amaprwinhpes

Theholy spirit abundant upon the great world
With the holy spirit abundant upon the small world
Asa part which copulateswith the whole
Thisisher request

That hekiss her with thekisses of his mouth.

How Beautiful You Are

DB The sky inside your eyes,
Y our truth asit meets mine—
how beautiful you are.

Y our lovely clothing — hands of cloud,
feet of water —
how beautiful you are.

| place my hand against

the earth and feel your heart.
It beats so fast — so Slow —
How beautiful you are.

MR The beauty of that which oneis, is about one' sessence asit isrevealed by
the beauty of one's physical presence.

BR Thethought of creation isthe beauty that existsin separati on/independence.
Only through ‘her’ arousal —to request —to ask —
to desire Hislove can their be true coupling.
Just asthe part iscontained in the whole, the separation
iscontained in the union.
And al thefulfillmentswill precedeall our desires.

ML The question makes me step out of my true self. The answer also steps out. And then they both give up to
enter what was alwaysthere, my true beauty. No questions, no answers, just the stillness of silence which
livesin true beauty...

In other words... | don’t know.

MF Knowing this place from whence you come
The balance divinethat flows throughout
Thefeding that bindsthe heart within
Thesigh released that stirsthe breath
That moves the soul to take the kiss.
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PA How beautiful love and joy filled my pure heart to such an extent that the futureisa certain reality,
leaving no room to mourn.
In your beauty, the tragedies of the day were but a thin cloud under the brilliant sun.

RS The medieval scholastics spoke about

bonum —the moral good

verum —the philosophical truth and
bellum — the aesthetic beauty

asthree parallel attributes of completion.

If bellum relatesto assya
and bonum to formation
and verum to creation

What isthe completion of atzilut, emanation?

Could it be faith — Fe ?—the conceal ed feeling of Oneness about which nothing can be said or shown or

felt or acted upon.

TORPD Chapter 1, Verse 15
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Our roofbeams are cedar,

our raftersfir.

Songs of the Soul.

17: Our roofbeams

Namely, after we dwell

And deepin the forest

He said, our roofbeams

Arecedar, thetallest treesin theforest
Under their shadewe€ |l find shelter and lie.
The raftersrun off the water

Their branches arewide

Through the branchesand leaves
Which shade our bed

Water will run off the slope
Tothesides

So the rain does not wet us.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Our roofbeams

He visualizesthis prophetic attachment

Asthe soul adheresto the Ein Sof

Astheimage HaShem commanded to build the Temple
Which isamedium between Ein Sof and Contraction
Between the non-bounded and the boundary

When HaShem wantsthe Ein Sof

Something without any objective

To dwell with glory upon the souls of Israel

Which arelimited and contracted in essence

The dwelling place of the soul isalittleloft

Likethe palm of a person

He found a seeming [compromising] solution
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That they should build him a house of cedars
Asif the supreme God will leave his affairs
Toa[placewhich ig] limited and does not raise
Instead of dwelling in abounded place

Upon the wings of angels

Under cedar roofbeams

The soul too, will leaveits affairs

Whereit islimited in a contracted place
Aninch inlength, aninch in width

The body made up of flesh, sinews and bones
The lowest level possible

And will elevateto unify with her lover

In afreer place

In amore spacious place

In a body stronger than the human body

The body of atree

Which isnot as complex asthe animal body
Thetreedrinksrain

And feedsfrom the simple

In it the two far edges

Meet in the mediated boundary

Toteach thisparable

Solomon chose

(As Torah chose the Mishkan, dwelling)

To visualize the mediated boundary

Where the distant lovers come close
Dwelling under the cedar roofbeams

Which arethehighest trees

[Thistoo visualizes the elevation from

The element of earth upward

Theimage of the plant isthe image of ascension
Of thelowly dirt tothe high planes

And thisimageis most revealed in the Cedars of Lebanon
Elevated and tall.

Hence he says, our raftersarefir

Our rafters

Which are the pi pes where the water runs off
Aremade of fir

Whose branches spread wide

Namely, that the flow of the waters of abundance
Will passthrough thefir on the Templ€ sroof
Serving asraftersto thewater basins

Pipes of blessingsto run abundance and spirituality
And bring it to earth

Upon the dark bodies

Waiting for therain of heaven

And the dew of light

And the manifestation of grace

To revive them with supreme water

Thewater of lovingkindness and holiness.
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Water

MF

MR

BR

DR

RM

RS

PA

Asthe water flows upward from the darkness
Through the roots of the tree

Giving strength and durability

Sugtaining life and growth

Permeating every fiber

Connecting every sequence

Expanding every outstretched limb
Thetreeisableto reach toward the heavens
Catching/absorbing mist filled light

While cosmic fluids flow within
Connectsto the Onenessthat bindsthe earth
Sothat all its particlesdo not erode

Into the dust of empty souls

Astheroots of the mighty cedar are planted in malchut, itstrunk grows upward to keter and itsleavesare
covered with the dew asreshimo. The upper ascension of water in the treeisthe shefa of prayer which
then returnsasrain and represents higher levels of consciousness, acknowledging the holiness we are and
comes through grace.

‘In His Simple Will arosethe desireto cresate....’

Roofbeams & rafters.

Theroofbeams are like circular vessels, perfect like Ein Sof.

Made of cedar —thetallest — they touch theinfinite.

But the rafter — the pipe—the line—hold the key; channeling the waters downward — flowing from above
to below.

The water will return — from below rising upward;

Only through desire, will thelovers meet.

Water, clean nourishing, blue, life, soothing, calming, cool, expanding, flowing, gentle, loving, peaceful,
rushing, strong, powerful, loud, swift, persistent, overwhelming, stop.

Still, quiet, undisturbed, unbroken, unmodified, lifegiving, stop.

Taken for granted.

Water, theblessing

Feeling likeadrop of rain

Soaring down swiftly without pain
Soaking earth with abundance
Ascending earthly to heaven
Thisisthe story of water

A tale of freshness, atale of newness
The story of ocean of reincarnations.

In the beginning G-d separated the upper waters sha-ma-yim, from the lower waters ma-yim. The upper —
water and fire. Thelower —water and earth. In between the spirit of G-d, the wind, the breath. Four
elements and we arein the middle, between thewater grace of fire—judgement, and the water — water —
earth of grace. Double-edged metaphors. Destructive waters, the warmth of the hearth. Can you seethe
breathing rays of the sun penetrate the depth of your ocean and kissthe lips of sand.

Binah islike apool that many water tributariesflow into. It isalways busy, active, and flowing, full of
movement.
The faculty of human thought corresponding to Binah is our conscious, waking stream of thought.
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DB

Rising up from the ocean’ s sweetness,
the ocean’ s salt, floating over

its place of liquid birth,

droplets collect and grow heavy with grief,
with grief and thunder and light.
Thetrees pray for rain, sway

and chant and plead for it.

The clouds cannot refuse.

They give and they give and they give,
Take shelter, cry thewolf, the deer,
the man and thewoman.

Take shelter under the cedars and firs.
Therewe will make our bed

fresh with the ocean’ s sweetness,
fresh with the ocean’ s salt.

59
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I amthelily of the plains

Therose of the valleys

Songs of the Soul.

1: The Ra aya says:

| resemble alily that grows on the plains
And arosegrowsin thevalleys.
[Alilyisaplant

Whoseroot is under the ground

Similar to an onion.

It does not have a strong scent;

It has a pretty flower on top

Theflower opensto the sun,
Inclinestowardsit

And closes when the sun sets.

It grows successfully only on the plains
In sunny areas.

Therose has agood scent.

It emitsits scent,

Which it received at sunset.

It successfully grows

Inthevalleys, in shady areas.]

Namely, | loveresting,

Sitting on the plains[sharon]
AsHislight appears upon me.

My beauty and the beauty of my flowers show,
Even though after returning to thevalley
Under the shade

[Which isan image of the chambers of Solomon
Where sheislocked in thevalleys
Distant from the sun, her lover

Who shines upon her flowers).

Then I'll emit the good scent

Which | received from the sun.

| resemble arose

Which emitsits scent

In the shady valleys;

Namely, then my neighbors, the daughters of Jerusalem,
Will notice the goodness of my scent

My good morals and good character.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

2:11,

The soul says:

| resemble alily that grows on the plain
And arosethat growsin the valleys;
Namely, in this category

When | disrobe my soiled garments
And leave the valleys and the holes,
Which isthe dwelling of the body
Totheplain
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Growing, flowering, blossoming

MF Reaching down to touch the soul
Hashem'’ slight sparks the bloom
[That bound essence of holy pairing]
which bursts open,
vibrant, flowering glory

MR
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Towarm mysdlf by thelight of the great sun
Which isthelight of HaShem shining upon me.

| resemblethelily of the plain,

Which opensits flowers and branches and sockets
[likethe Menorah]

To absorb the sunlight

Toinclinetowardit.

Then shewill be seen in her beauty and glory
When the divine sun will shine

The soul will then expand and grow its spiritual flowers
Revealing her arms,

Which isthedivinity hidden in her

Then shewill beseen in her glory and beauty.

But when the glory of HaShem is removed from her
When the big sun sets

Then she'll close her flowers

And shut her mouth.

Her divinearms enclose inside of her;

They will not show outside

And shewill return tothe valley

Which is the body.

Then shewill emit her good scent

And the spirituality she received from the great light.
Her neighbors which arethe mental capacities,
Dependant upon matter,

Her scent and perfume

Will be scented and will hold in their storage

To learn from her the ways of HaShem and hisrule,
The wisdom of hisgrace.

Then, she will resemble therose of thevalleys
Which emits her scent under the shade.

[The Zohar, Parashat Emor, page 107, says

In the beginning, when thelily in her time
Wantsto unify with theking

Sheiscaled alily

After the king uniteswith her

In those kisses, sheis called arose

Asitissaid: “Hislipsareroses.”

Therose of the valleys

Which changesitscolors...

At timesfor good and at timesfor evil.]

A plant’saction isto grow (world of asiya), to form flower (world of yetsira), which lendsitsdf to

creation (world of briya) and emanate its essence through scent (world of atzilut).

The soulfulness of the lily followsits Creator, the sun and closes at sunset, while the physicality of the
roseremainsstrongin thelight or dark, and remains open.

They both emit a pleasant scent and their essences are revealed by their beautiful presences.



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28 62

BR The lily which grows on the plain, a place of lightness.

It grows only directly to its source, the sun — free to grow.

But if the sun retreats, removesitslight, thelily closes.
Therose from the valley — a darker place.

A place of less light — but much density — therefore much desire.
It'sfrom thisdesire that there will be flowering...

from this desire there will be blossoming.

A place of scent —afragranceto unite.

DR Asperceived by itsdlf, its existence is differentiated and linear in stagesthat aredistinct. From the
perception of its sourcethe sun it is eternal and simultaneous. Always growing, always flowering, always
blossoming

A lilyand arosein theplainsand in thevalleys.

RS Everything around grows, flowers, blossoms and then dwindles, falls, dies. We arelooking for security,
return on investment, ROI, risk management. Day and night, good and bad, turning into each other. We
areinterested in making surethat nothing will change, only improve. Mood swings, ups and downs,
nothing permanent. Please make us so perfect that we'll consider our imperfections as your peace.

DB Under the brambles, the wild rose grows.
Its eyes are shut to the world.

It sees neither sun nor shadow,

not thered of its Sister’ sface,

not the ultramarine eye of the sky.

How can it flower in such ignorance,
Blossom in such absolute confusion
Except by going deep within, drawing
thewater up through root

and caneand leaf, through

piston and stamen and petal

until itsflowering, itsblossoming
happens, simply happensin full light.
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Chapter 2, Verse 1
keshoshana bein hakhokhim

kenra’ ayati bein habanot

Like the rose amongst the thorns

So is my lily among the young women [daughters].

vayn vy - Songs of the Soul.
mwwolh)  (b) Asarose
(mnlhawn)  [thelover’sanswer]

nnyithxbanx
oywyvhnalba
onnnPathwva
yoybhonbhwewnwiiynw
onnkon
onyatynnthn
mnwlibapy
orrvyhwxakenwpasn
onnyhynniba
nwnsthxhomss
ovwrrhnmaihnosba
nowihanxbx

Although you resemble
Thedaughters of Jerusalem
Asaroseamongst thethorns
Thetree upon which the rose grows
Isfull of thorns.

When she mixeswith them

They puncture and destroy her.

She needs to raise above them

So that she does not mix with them
Y ou also need to take care

So that the daughters of Jerusalem will not tempt you
To Solomon’slove.
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Puncturing

MF My heart bleeds so red
asit strugglesthrough thethorns
seeking connection with my love,
white rose, so out of reach
shining in theheaven’ slight
drawing me upward, beckoning radiance
transforming mefrom mortal that | am
toyearning lover, open soul.

RM Thelover reached to touch therose,
but the rose was so delicate to be touched.
So the lover grasped the stem,
and felt the puncturing pain of thorns

63

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

(b) Asarose

(The Supreme Love, Blessed Be He, responds)
Although you resemble the daughters of Jerusalem
Namely, among the sects of bodies
Likearose, the tree upon which it grows,
Isfull of thorns

She needsto raise her head above them

So shedoesn’t mix with them

If shedid, thethorns would puncture

So do the forces of matter

Upon which the soul raises herself

They arelikethethorns puncturing

The holy rose

When she mixesin their company

They will destroy her beauty

And the beauty of her holiness

She must raise above them

And not mix with them.

[In the Zohar, Ra' yah M€ heimna, Tetzeh p. 178
And if does not, shewill find that

All her body partsfilled with sins

And no body part will remain [wholesome]

To carry the Torah and the commandments
That is, arose amongst thethorng).

BR

DR

The drops of blood resembling the rose petals...
and then the lover sensed the warmth of therose.

We were created with thorns.

Therose must grow amongst the thorns— that which desiresto ‘receive for its own sake'. Therosewas
also created to receive, and thus her tree growstaller just asthe thorns grow taller with her. But in order
for theroseto truly “grow” —flowering and petaling to receive the light — she cannot ‘receive for her own

sake'. Shemust receive only for the sake of Hashem.

Only by “intention” will sheraise hersdf —arose amongst the thornswill then carry the Torah and the

commandments.

In order for the soul to berevealed it must be concealed. The concealment isthebody. The sdf isits
awareness. Asthe body and the body’ s physical components predominate that awareness, the self
becomes the body and its perceptions of its physical surroundings. Through the soul’ s awareness of itself,
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before and after, the body becomes dormant. Through free will and spiritual work those dormant
identifications are again activated. The body identification is minimized and The Holy Oneis perceived.

RS Like me?
Like, you like me?
Like, I do. Like, I likeyou.
Areyou, like, true?
Like, like me, likeyou?
Likeme, alittleblue.
Like, you have no clue.
Like, so much to like to do.
Like me, like you,
| love you, too.

DA When you think you got it right you might be wrong
And when you think you got it wrong you might be right.

RAB What should happen if/after the rose mixeswith thethorns?

Theimplication hereisto move forward and to counter a mistake with new growth in the corrected
direction. Gwoth will raise one up again and proper growth will maintain aproper relationship among
new thorns and new flowers.

oJrP When our body isworking in conjunction with the soul, it isa“transformer” —receiving the mundane and
elevating it into a spiritual purpose. This process also worksin reversewhere the spiritual energy is
transformed and “compacted” to allow the body to contain the soul.
Yet, if weare “transformers’ do we need to have negativity in us before we can absorb negative energy?
Perhaps we only have to have boundaries that aretoo permeable and “..receive too much negativity.”

MF The abstract posuk suggests to me two possible directions of interpretation.
1. The‘lover’ complementsthe‘loved one' by hinting superiority over her mates.
2. Thelover warns his‘loved on€' of dangers.
| guessitsup to the readers optimism or pessism to decide whether thisis a complement or awarning.

JBp» Chapter 2, Verse 3
H )
Wy?UD;fy;BT\DDD > 3 Ketapu'achba’atzei ha'ya' ar As an apple among the trees of the forest
DZ:;U[VJ:D?T‘B? ken dodi ben habanim So is my lover among the young men [sons]
733’@2}@3‘?2@?@533 betzil o khimadeti ve' yashavti Inits shade | loved tosit
I’?U‘?Hﬁ{\@[‘hﬁm ufir’ yomatok le khiki And its fruit is sweet to my palate.

vayn vy - Songs of the Soul.

monolly  (c) Asan apple
tmynthwn]  [The Ra ayaresponds)
oaanpabhmhniby Y ou too resemble the young men [sons]
Aynbsylalivans  Asan apple among theforest trees
Bmxlbynonlbny  That conceal it
omrayhmibnand'y  Becausethey are high and have many branches
vl @) Inits scent
smawnlnTonlvsaloow  That isthereason | haveloved to sitin its shade
2onlrmbwns  To enjoy its good scent
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b) Initsfruit, which is sweet to my palate.
Namely, at timesshewill sit next to him
When she leaves the chambers of Solomon.
Shewill unitewith him

At other times, when sheislocked

Under the shade of the forest trees,
Nevertheless, shewill eat of hisfruit,

The fruit of love,

Which is sweet to her palate.

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

(c) Asan apple

(the soul responds)

Even though HaShem, which isthe soul of theworlds,
Namely, from the aspect of Him leading the worlds,
Moving and enlivening them

As the soul moves and enlivens the body

This aspect resembles the soul

Which leads the bodies and moves them,

Giving them livelinessand abundance.

Here heis among the boys,

Namely, other leadersjoin him.

These leadersare nature,

The government of heaven and itsforces.

He granted them,

The abundance of providence descending from HaShem
Conceal ed, hidden and wrapped

Resembling them

As an appletree among the forest trees

That aretall and have many branches

Thereby shading and covering the appletree

That isasmall tree,

Sothe great celestial elements

And the bodiesthat revolve around their axes,
Giving government to theworld

They can be seen by the [naked] eye.

But divine providence

Is concealed from the eye.

There are two aspects here:

At times Heleadsin providence

Cancelling the powers of nature.

At other times

The power of nature

And the government of the heavens becomes stronger

Until the Supreme Lover disappears.

This happens according to the way the souls lead

Thelr littleworlds;

Namely, their bodies.

If they control their bodies

And lead it with chosen divine providence,

According to the rule of the mind and free choice,

Then all the natural growingworld

Will submit to the Supreme Mind, Blessed Be He,

And will be led by him in miraculous |eadership.
Then the souls connect with the Blessed Soul of the World,
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Shade

MF

RM

BR

DR

RS

onoxthwanalline - They will seethe visions of God
w2 And prophesize
mnlbronnbahoannihxanls  Asprophesy has been revealed to the prophets
oownlwaknbh-wnwlisn - From the Blessed HaShem, who isthe Soul of the World
masmlbnbhwmoym  Theworldsare hischariot.
tha>mnpwlinw  Thisisthe essence of the chariot
oxpymliiyelhosw  The prophets|saiah and Ezekiel saw,
onoxhmalbynnBoswhnnnm  And the visions they envisioned in the spirit of God
b'xmbmmynhnonbny - Which istheimage of the worlds and the Ein Sof,
onmxbrmbroydhan  Upon which herides and whom heleads
thaoownlnmna  In hiswondrous leadership
S1onoybokonnkonwlhtonlas At theleve that hefillsall theworlds, asis known,
. Andthen...

Strength of onenesswithin the All

fragrant scents enveloping my senses
nurturung sweetness pleasing my soul

light shinesupon my island of silence

though shaded by branches, protected by love.

Y our emmanence can be known only

by sitting under the shadow of your light
The shadow isareflection of your essence.
It'sin that darknessthat oneisreborn
likeachildin awomb.

asdinatomb

or astar insideablack hole.

The forest as the “tree of knowledge”
And the appletree asthe “tree of life”
At timesHeleads in providence —the appletree
At other timesthe power of nature —like the forest.
According to the way the soulslead...
If they control their bodies - thismeans ‘restriction’
According to the rule of mind and free choice—
this means ‘intention.(Our freewill isour intention)
The souls connect with the Blessed Soul of the World —
Only through similarity of form — the form being the ways of bestowal.
Seeing visions of G-d means seeing cause and effect; all the causes and effects which have been hidden
from us.
And ultimately prophecy isin ‘knowing’ the Holy One and Hisways.
The miracleisthat He and His Name will be one.

Of al the possible gifts that the Creator can give the created beings - all thingsfelt or imagined, peace,
bliss, ecstasy, even love, even love of Him - are only astiny particles to the gift that isgiven us. Hislove
for usis beautifully displayed for us throughout our lives.

The greatest most blessed gift of all — the capacity to be like him. We are given the gift of co-creation.
Through our actionswe are allowed to affect the world with al of its componenets, animate and inanimate
around us. Weare co-creators. Thisiswhat the Creator hasgiven us. That isthe miracle.

In afied of holy apples of Shabbat
Let usbein your shade

In the shadow of doubt and confusion
Let usbein your light
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In thewrath of your anger

Cover for us, please

In the blessings of your countenance
Love us, Oh Holy One, Oh One,

Oh Holy, my heart goes out to you.

DB In your shade | hold your shape,
the cool understory, the fertilefield.
In your shade | underestimate
thelight insidethe dark
thedark insidethelight.
Your shadeis the space bewteen the two trees,
two trees that will never touch,
two trees that sway and hold
thesameair in their arms.

ML Fruit fallsfrom atree containing its essence of thetree. And within itsgrasp isthe seed..asthefruit
decays fertilizing the seeds another treeisborn.
Shadeistheresult of a part absorbing light, giving lifeto thetree, providing shelter for loversto come
together. Asafallen fruit bearsthe seedsof atree, asthe shade attracts lovers, another fruit generateslife.

PA You sat by the shades of appletrees. You think you do not need this world, you would have never come
here. It maybethat you cannot see areason, but G-d does not cast His precious child into pain of this
journey without purpose. Nevertheless, eventually the fruits of your labor will blossom for all to see and
taste. Thefruit that is sweet and satisfying to the hand that picksit, and fruits have something to provide
to everyone.

. 1B Chapter 2, Verse 4
vwﬁ-\g;-‘g:fﬁb;;_qﬁga 4 Heviani d beit hayayin
mRONOZY07m

He brought me to the house of wine

vediglo aly ahava And his banner upon mewaslove.

v v
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Songs of the Soul.

(d) He brought me

(The Ra' ayatells)

After the lovers spoke these words
Her lover took her

And brought her to the house of wine
There he set hisbanner upon her
Anditislove

Loveisthe banner (flag)

He set upon her.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

(d) He brought me

(The soul tells)

Following these lofty words

The spirit of HaShem

Started pulsating upon the soul of Solomon
Preparing it for the divine connection
Which he described by analogy
Asbringing her to the house of wine

For wine mentioned in the Song of Songs
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What iswhite wine

DB

BR

MF

PA

DR

NIl yibyanhnnww
ssn»nlion
yayvahmwnn

'nohovloion
mwanlbnwnn
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A 7kapnhina
mlonhrnix
winbashnw
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G9n
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npwinbxbnmphanxnis
ynabxhxanm
asyrnbrnwbxbhnmp

Takefrom the grape what you will
atasteof light, ahill of snow,

If you swirl it on your tongue, like a song,
itswhitenesswill melt into the earth,

its place of origin,

the cauldron of beginning,

Takefrom the grape what you will,

and it will swallow your secrets.

Love
Chochmah
Atzilut
Receiving
Yud

Transparent soul
Infused with light

Grace

Coursing through us

Unseen

Within red blood

Kiss Wine Drink

68

Which the Ra ayadrank from her lover

Isthe prophetic wine

Conserved initsgrapes

The libation wine, the spirit [asin alcohol] of HaShem
Reoicing the souls

When they areinspired

(In Zohar Vayikra, page 12

If heisascholar, asitiswritten

Winewill gladden the heart of men

That isthe conserved winethat rgjoices all

But there is a different wine which is judgement, etc).
And hisflag

He has already set hisflag upon me

And hisflagislove

He drew mein and attached me to him with hislove
Love comes before the kiss

And bringing to the house of wine

Comes before drinking the wineitself.

Binah Zeir Anpin Malchut
Beriya Yeztira Asya

Giving Striking Binding
Key Vav Key

Transparent soul, infused with light

Sending grace coursing through me

Unseen spirit through my blood

Theorigin of my being

Pureinfusion ever present
Flowing aways from Hashem

The origin of our being

Thisisthemonth that "theKingisin thefied". All can approach Him,
and He shines His countenanceto all. And those individualswithin whom
Ein Sof |light isfound in theintellectYit descendsto the heart like white
wine, whereit inspires them with alove and peace.

Propheticvision

Without substance
Locked in upper worlds

No growth
Elusive

Not complete
Unbal anced
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False connection

RS Wine, ayin | nothingness
Mayim, water
A person becoming humiliated
Face becoming white, pale
Blood life drained
Wine of the earth
Shedding tearsinto goblets
Please kiss me, red lipsfull of blood
Contained through amembrane
Blood to blood separated
Soulstouching
Please kiss me with the kisses of his mouth
For your loveis better than wine
Ayin nothingness
Depths of my life.
nap» Chapter 2, Verse 4
. o . )
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Support me with wine glasses
Couch me with apples

For | am love sick.

Songs of the Soul.

Support me with wine glasses
And wine goblets

And couch mewith apples
Bearing the good scent

For | am lovesick.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

(5) Support me

She now asksto be supported by wine glasses
And to be couched by the apples of the good scent
Itisexplained in the entire Song of Songs
That wine hel psinduce the flow of prophesy
The scent will help induce

Educated knowledge by research and study
The spirituality of HaShem smelled from afar
She asksthat they support her

With the glasses of the prophetic wine

After separating from the body

In love and passion for her lover

She has no support

But the wine conserved in its grapes

The consecrated libation.

Education by research and study

Which isrepresented by the apples

Will be set as a couch under her

Her main support will be prophesy

Shewill reach thetruth of HaShem
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L ovesick

DB

BR

PA

RS

DA

DW

apnomBvynlnmalby - Through study and research
mowothnonthinwl'y  AsHaShem gave Solomon wisdom
ool And the most open heart
oownPany  Tounderstand and know
»nxthanxthonl>  That | am love sick
'nalhpatBvayw My soul has attached to HaShem

momhpwm  Inawondrous attachment

nanxhonthonnGents  Resembling the sick with love sickness
anxalhpiatlivayw  Whose soul is attached to love.

| am lovesick, which makes me
stupid. | wait all day

for the salve of angel's, weave
spider webs through my fingers,
speak in tonguesto the cockatid,
drift in and out of dream.

| am lovesick, which makes me
[uminous.

The beauty of separation

Is the beauty of love.

Only through lack can we have desire.
Thereshimat, the memories, the tastes

And then the scent.

What a beautiful plan—adivine plan.

It all leadsto the yearning — aninfinite yearning
Of the soul to be attached to her bel oved.

| looked for you today

between the cracksin infinity

in the spaces

between the silences

trying to attach to love of Hashem
not fearing lovesickness

Seeking sick sihks

for ahealthy relationship

Turban silk, Hatha Y oga

Run kundalini up my spine

Light my fire, ground my earth,
Wet my juices, check my breath,
Sick of al thislove, thissick love
Thislove from which health yearns
For a moment of crazy sanity
Sanitized sickness of light

That shinesthe soul and makes

Me cry why me, the apple of your eye
The sweetness of your lips bester
Than all bests.

The degree of connection makes you fed totally disconnected and disoriented.

Vulnerable, lovesick for G-d
Do st till long enough for the balm of healing
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totouch my aching heart.

My heart calls out, sometimes| don’t even know what for, I’'m
fine, yes, but to be embraced, cloaked, connected.

Isit there—digtraction, then it’sgone.

Immerse myself in the constant flow —the light, the love
Sometimes my body hurts, isthat because of physical strain
and demands | put on my body — or sometimes the result of
the disconnect | find myself struggling with —lovesick for G-d.

DJS | Smitten with
Desirous of
Not lovesick
But sick with love
Y earning for her
Of lovesick.

AP The path of lovesick isidentification with the broader rhythms of the vast cosmic whole, the galaxy and
therealm of the stars...
Represent a process of repolarization and universalization of consciousness.

FR “Two-ness, One-ness’
Lovesick, lovesick
Armsgrasping
Insideswretching
Orgaiasticwanderings

Of physicality only
Repressed
Limited

Lovesick, lovesick
Desire — quieted

Peace — enveloping
Time/space — gone

Closer...
Closer...
Closer
i ah) Chapter 2, Verse 6
’WN%?D“UDHBN?:W 1 6 Semolotachat l€' roshi Hisleft [arm] under my head
I’;RQTJRD\;’?;’} vi' yimino techabekeni. And hisright [arm] embraces me.

vayn vy - Songs of the Soul.

qonnvllly  2:6 Hisleft [arm]
nanNafhnyhanmlnty  And the lover uniteswith her in love.

N9 Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]
wnowllh)  2:6 Hisleft [arm]

mowlbohpath»yn  Describes the cleaving of the soul of Solomon
woynliva - Tothe supreme spirit
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Supported by nature, embraced by miracle

DB

MF

Supported by nature,

Embraced by miracle,

| float down the river on my back.
Thewater’sleft arm

lifts me from the shadows.
Thelight'srightarm

rocksmein midair. Where

arewe going, thefishes, the grasses
and 1? Where are we bound?

We are bound to drift

into the cove of not knowing
knowing nothing and still being —
Thisisthemiracle.

Rising from the earth
Lifted by the wind

Warmed by the sun

Protected by the clouds

72

Asitissaid (1:2):

“May he kiss me with the kisses of his mouth”
The providence of HaShem by means of nature
Isreferred to as*“left”

While his miracul ous deeds

Arereferredtoas “right”

In the Holy Scriptures

Also, what the soul reachesby prophesy
[Fulfilling the verse (Psalm 88: 1)]

Heleadsto her right the arm of hisglory

Which istheway of miracle.

It isthen referred to as embracing the soul [of a person]
With hisright and thearm of his strength

And thisrefersto [2:5, the previous verse]
“Support me with wine glasses,”

What he[a person] will later acquire

By education and inquiry

Isreferred to

Thelaying of Hisleft [arm] under her [the soul] head
To support her in her acquisition of knowledge
Saying that the left would be a bed under his head
Asitissaid[in 2:5, the previous verse]

“Couch mewith apples,”

She [the soul] will be under the holy perception
Achieved through the holy spirit

And the right, which isthe miracul ous providence
Will embrace her

As sheistheessence

[However, since the perception of the mind
Temporally precedes the prophetic perception
And prophesy does nat occur

But to those who are ready

In terms of wisdom and fear of HaShem

For that reason, he [the poet] mentioned left first
[in hissong].
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RS

PA

DR

RM

DJS

DA

All miracles of nature
Created by Hashem

To ease us through the day
To guide uson our paths
To keep usin the oneness
By letting us succumb
Towhatever isthe moment
However it may come.

When we move our livesto—
It was Hashem putting Hisleft arm around us and Hisright hand closing usin Hislove.
It was asthe surounding light turning into theinner light. It isas sweet and holy as mikvah.

When natureisrealized asitself —amiracle.
The left arm of support becomestheright arm of embrace. All isfelt asone. No longer is nature seen as
separate. Understand then that natureisin fact the active side of providence. Natureisthemiracle.

Good looking, if | only could

Should I, it’sonly natural

And she would, maybe not

It would be so sweet, supporting

Anocther look, embrace, leading to, leading to
Leading to the miracle of withdraw

| was so close to crashing

Saved by the embrace of non-embrace
Wonder of resistance, nature of freedom.

For meto find out the beauty of lifeiswith angd..should | ook at it.. learn fromit. The most useful part
of learning and successis by hard time and pain. It isamazing that mother having labor with all the
suffering of pregnancy and the last few hours of pain and suddenly miracle happens by nature.

| am floating on blue clouds,
Morning soft and radiant.
Dance of the wind, trees, and rocks.
Explore adifferent kind of
dance — ecological balance

of the supreme creative impul se.
In the center of knowing

is only awareness.
consciousness of everything
ismuch morethan it

seems to be.

Itisaquestion of activeimagination, to be able to perceive theinvisible depth in the visible; and to honor
the potential dreamswithout their shadows.

Sun rises
Every day
Always

Loves

In sunset
Have sun rises
Always

Total silence
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DW As| lay floating in this body of water, weightless, yet | fee heavy, miraculous, it holds me effortless,
motionless....
Then | flick afinger, the water responds, it communicates, speaksto me, lovingly ripples as my body
flinches back, we' re talking, water & me, miraculous.
What isthe water saying to me?....Silence...Bestill. Listen for the miracles between the silences.

BR The beauty of paradox. Paradox in our world, the world of action — how beautiful. Created by the One,
the Holy One. From theinfinite circular vesselsto thelimited ‘line’ of straight vessals of thisworld. The
line contains all thefilters—the nature —therules of thegame. Chesed, Gevurah —right, l€ft...but it’sthe
middle column where we see the beauty — Tiferet —and also Yesod. Here isthe awe, the grace, the
miracle.

GK Hismiracles..deeds.
We think as nature but are truly G-d’ s works.
Referred to asthe right which istheway of miracle.
Holy scriptures— Torah.
Everything we do is not by coincidence.
Our being — alive, breathing, seeing and moving. Like a blade of grassin thewind, an insect protected by
aleaf, areall embraced by amiracle of being here at this moment in time.

ik gh Chapter 2, Verse 7

beﬂNﬂnyﬁ'ﬂUﬁ 17 Hishbalati etkhem | adjure you
B:"vwwﬂ'm: benot Yerushal ayim Oh daughters of Jerusalem
m& =33 bitzva’ ot By the gazelles
ﬁ:?WﬁB’ﬂ‘?’N:E‘RN o' be' ayalot hasadeh Or the deer of thefield
WTJW‘\}I?TI‘DN'}E}W’ZJD‘DN eemta’ eeru ve eemte oreru If you awaken or arouse
B’\;UI:SUT\N et ha’ hava ad shetekhpatz. Love
TPT\J‘\WB‘W Vi’ yiminotechabekeni. Until it desires.

vayn vy Songs of the Soul

myawnlky 2.7 1 adjureyou
oowyvhnanxlaEolpna)  [The daughters of Jerusalem, who were her guards,
tpnmGmnthxoombhmxinmen  Were chasing her, as she sees them from afar].
oo She saysto them:
YnxBravnbx | adjure you
nonthanNathaxd»omBvyn®a  Tonot awaken and ingtill hatred in thislove
(PwBmBwon]  [Using thelanguage of | Samuel 28:16 - spiritual leaving]
By wnbaldaisy  Inaddition, do not arouse her,
ApokofpnskoB e Namely, to not to distance and to not to bring close,
Nonnwlkylbr  Only when she desiresto.
opunmibamxnandsy  According to the desire of the lovers and the passionate.
;LonvalaymBalhn May no stranger intervene between them.
~amlbaviboninwlyn  Sincethereare no peopletherein the desert
Arwnnonolinaspy  Only gazelles and deers of thefield.
;nonalbrxthyawn She adjuresthem with these animals
[b1ybmlbn  They are her witnesses
annthyavnbymlibam - Protecting and announcing this oath.



Malbim's commentary on The Song of Songs -- Unedited draft v0.28

n8ONn

myawnlk
thownhnolsnnnioipna
onnTInnhnynny
wnhprnhannhxbravn,
ovwyvhnahxhyawnbrnonnbom
munhnolbnw
mwvanthanxnhxinawba
mlhsathpan

29N bNsks
nxsnbhanxnrnynnlbiis
nvamnndnnonysnxa
thlbxlion
nensnhwonrpinsathanx
msyathanxnkonnwiyib
onoxlhmalbatnsibvnbnwnna
hmawkowb n
nxI»vwly
o»nwavthmibasthya
oownhmnbxbhmnowl'y
nonthann
~a1mabhnyBonyanwlyn
ynlinbon
muninhovannvd ™
mmnabonhTia
oynbowahwmnabhpais
Boonlksmiko
mundnoath»a
nTashrnnbanlpy
Braowkohrpnyhux
ovmamyynhnownon
215nGnhaonbrnhsyind'y
monlpnybobx
whoN
nanthsymalonhnBonm
monbmababyhao
nywalbonyabwowinG s
Gnyrimabwmnn
nTwniorhinasy
Txnbpbnyynwihya
ownhnahxbhyawn

oy nhoxnhinaya
manxnpniyoba

;oL axbynhoybnpning
thawvnlom
munnoiypnwly
nonmshmnnikostraahiony
unnhwnlbowlhin

75

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

2:7 | adjureyou

Meanwhile, the forces of the body started

To awaken from their slumber

And cease this precious connection

The divine soul adjures the daughters of Jerusalem
Who are the forces of the body

To not terminate the love of the soul

Who cleavesto her creator, the source of her strength
Not to distance nor to bring close.

Asthis awakening of love

Through the material forces

Isaforeignfire

And alove not free of ulterior motives

Only when love desires by itsdlf

When the spirit arouses itself to attach to the spirit of God.
She asksthat they don’t cease her

By ingtilling hatred

Between her and her lover in heaven
Tempting her by the pleasures of thisworld
Anditspassions.

Since the soul isnow in the desert

Outside of the city

Namely, she disrobed from the body
Separated from her powers

When she attached to spirituality and the supreme mind
And thereisno medium

Between her and the powers of the body
Thevital soul isalone

Her veinsdo not rest

She sends her spring watersin therivers
Through the circulation of blood by the heart
To all the veins of the body

Returning to the heart,

And thiscirculation goesfast

Around and in all the parts of the body
Twenty-four or thirty times per hour
Thiscirculation isanal ogous

Tothe gazelles and the deers of thefield
Animalsthat run fast

She adjures the powers of the body

In those gazelleswhich run

To not disturb the law of love.

The spirit of holiness ascended above Solomon’ s soul
And shereturned

By the awakening of the powers of the body
Tobelocked up again in thejail of matter

And thisendsthefirst song

[of the five that constitute Song of Songs).
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Songs of the Soul

Thelover has past gone.

The Ra aya has been taken back
To the chambers of Solomon
Thusendsthefirst Song.

[The second song] endswith “On my be at night” (3:1)
After the Ra aya was | ocked

For alongtimein theking’ s court,

Thefall and some of the spring have passed away
And the month of Ziv (Sivan) has come.
Thelover camefrom the mountains of Bater
Enticing his spouse

To come and follow him,

And she came out to the vineyards.

She sent the daughters of Jerusalem,

Her guards, away from her.

Shereunited with her lover

On thevineyard path

Until the day rested.

[Then] the daughters[of Jerusalem] returned
And thelover disappeared [again].

Analogy / Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

The second song [ends with the verse]

“On my bed at night” (3:1)

After the heavenly spouse was locked

For many a day in the body

Thefall and part of Spring have passed

And the month of Ziv (Sivan) has arrived

Thelover has cometo the Ra aya

Thisis aparable on the second speech [of prophesy]
That HaShem spoke unto Solomon

At thetimethat he started building the Temple

On the month of Ziv

We have already explained

In theintroduction to this commentary

That thiswas not a compl ete prophesy

But an instruction for that time only
Thusindicating that the Supreme Love came by Himself
To his holy spouse

Asthe soul of Solomon

Did not prepareitsdlf then for prophesy

The soul did not leave then for the desert

To distance hersdf much from the body

But only to the vineyards which are close to the city
And the daughters, which are the forces of the bodly,
Separated only temporarily

Busied themselves with holding the foxes

That are destroying the vineyards

Aswill explained later on

Until the day rests

And thedaughters of the material returned

And the supreme lover ascended above Solomon’s soul.
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To Awaken or Arouse

DB Don’'t wakeme. I’'m dreaming —
dreaming of you, clothed in silver spangles,
just husks of your true self
but still so dazzling, sofull of light,
it arouses the sights and sounds,
the scents of heaven. Don’t wake me.
Thedream isthe dream
that lifeistrue, as solid
as agreen apple, the wooden bowl
inwhich it sits. Thedream arises
from the secret insode the secret
that will never arise again.

R Awaken
You city dweller
Senseintraffic
Listing, longings and grocery needs
Cleaning up at the kitchen sink
Awaken early, first, and watch G-d as
The sky goes from dark blue
To cool damp foggy grey
And chirping, screeching, twittering isheard
Awaken and remember to turn tomG-d
Let G-d arouse your thoughts and bring forth your words
Y our benedictions your gratitudes
Y oung inside newly awake voice
G-d wants to hear from you when you waken.
And al that day you will live full.

PA Arousal from above is spontaneous sensation of spiritual light, it isagift given from abovein order to
arouse a soul below toreturn to G-d.
Teshuvah begins with spontaneous sense of one’ s heartbeat.
Hashem causes aray of light to shine from theinnermost point of the heart to the conscious levels of mind
and heart.

RS I’d liketo take an oath
to awake
But can | keep it?
| adjure you oh body of mine
The Oneisyour salvation
Arouse from despair
Sing your truth
That thereisonly One
Even though it |ooks like many
if the Holy One entered thisroom
now, would | recognize Him?
oh sweetness of sweetness
how can you enter aroom
you have always been in
if not for the oath of the soul
to awaken and to arouse
itself
to You.
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Becauseit isvery hard to keep an oath | haveto haveafaith. To have afaith | have to keep my oath with
Hashem. To make Hashem happy | haveto be happy. To make myself happy | have to make myself
satisfied. To satisfy myself | haveto keep the oath.

To awaken is the moment your consciousness leavesdeep. To arouseisthe act of getting out of bed and
re-enter your world. Unfortunately we leave the awakened state and fall into a walking slumber aswe
enter what we call our life. Dear G-d, connect...awaken to my breath so each time | breathe my
consciousness leaves my sumber and | become awake with Y ou.

Exiled body — soul

Temporarily deadened — depl eted
A slow awakening —unraveling
The bones of my sins

Exposed

Confonted

Expunged

A yearning aroused

Beyond physical

A yearning aroused —

My soul aching — hungry
Inching forward

Toward its Lover

Thereisno coercion in spirituality.

The Holy One created something from nothing —
something being desire.

Only when the soul arousesthisdesire to cleaveto her lover
will there be union.

The arousal comes as free will —

Freewill —meaning intention, kavannah.

In spirituality, thereisno coercion.

nap» Chapter 2, Verse 8

"ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ@ 17 Kol dodi The voice of my lover

NEB’\]__‘H;W heeneh zeh bah Hereit comes
D’WUW“?Z}&‘?‘W medaleg al he' harim Hoping on the mountains
:n'\?;ln"hywp\?n mekapetzal-ha’ geva’ ot. Jumping onthe hills.

vayn vy Songs of the Soul

wsnbplin)  Verse 8. The voice represents
pnmbhnihphymwlipyane  That the Ra aya hears the voice of her lover from afar
NalibhonBothaonlon - Still identifying that heis coming
,nobhonlbnnByBomlikm  Bouncing on the mountains, from mountain to mountain
yonnwlhynbrbnninkepnibey - Then jumping from the mountain to the hill below.

N9 Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]
Bwln) Verse8: Thevoice

mmnwnlipyan The Supreme Spouse
woynlhmibwphymw  Hearsthe voice of her Supreme Lover
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| hear your voice. It callstome

from the bottom of ateal bluelake,
wakes me from adream
whereimmigrantssit on green grass
wearing yarmulkes, calling

to one another across mountain tops.

| call tothem, jump onto each lawn

to bless them on their journey,

bless them for coming

and going through theworld.

“May you receive everything you want.”
| tell each onein turn.

One old man closes his eyes,

his white eyelashes dashed with dew.
“Anything | want?’ heasks. “Anything?’
“Yes’, | reply. Thisismy calling.

Kol. Voice

The call of your Kol

Not with words your Kol

Such urges, such call to actions!
Somethimes action | do not want to do!
My inner Kol says no, no, no.

Your call soundssilently.

Your call sticksand stays.

| am standing till....sitting!!

What isthisfight? Itisresistance.

79

Though it isfar, sheidentifies hisvoice
Asitiscoming

The prophets perceive by voice

Knowing that it istheword of HaShem.
The bouncing representsfive successive steps
First, bouncing from mountain to mountain
[A metaphor] that represents

The dwelling [shechina] of his power
Beyond all worlds
(Sincethemountainsarehigh

Above theland

And he who stands upon them

Ishigher than the world)

Second, then he jumps from the mountains
Tothe hills below them

Descending into theworld

Tofill up theall theworlds.

| ask mysdlf, “why do | continueto think of the unwanted”
“Because you are being called, that is G-d’ s voice without words.

Itisacal. A Koal.”

Oh. Sothat'sit

No need toresist, to wait it out.

| do not need to question and argue
A wordless call, isamagnet.

Align yoursdf. Lineup with themagneticfield.

A power surges me forward.
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A call from the heavens| wait to hear.

| listen with care and silence, and then | allow the dialog to flow.

My faith in you is absolute, | would dare to jump...

The dialog flows with such sweetness and comfort...thereisaunion therethat | feel sodeeply and | say |
must trust, | must not falter, and yet | feel pulled and | pull back, that ismy faith, thisisyour call.

My calling iscalling in Hebrew

Kol Nidrei all my vows

Kol Dodi voice of my lover

Vowing to listen to your voice of love

But Kol Nidrei isthe annulment of all vows
And Kol Daodi iscoming not here

And | look into the mountains

Where will my help come from

Thinking about faith and hope

That thereisalways hope

But faith isway beyond hopeful or hopeless
Just arecognition that lifelS

And not even life, way beyond

smply IS.

How mystical. The power of calling. Mother calls her children...lover to beloved one. Theimpact isso
strong that echo of voiceis pounding into the body and soul.
When Hashem called Maoshe to give him the Ten Commandmentsit was nothing but Voice.

Sacred voices calling forth

From mountains high then through the hills
bounding toward the lower terrain

unable to perch upon the pinnacles

to dance within the clouds where angels play
faling, gliding toward the valley

filling the space and safely held

in lower confines|ooking upward

with wish to reach the heights once more.

Huffing, puffing

Dancing, rapping my way

A spititual zapatiado

Struggling —upside

Climbing

Sometimes stumbling — downside

Peaks above the vapors
Above the sounds

Above the so-called defined
Mountain tops

Seductive, beckoning
Sucking me

Into safety — focus
Oneness.

Call out

Listen

From mountain to hill

My beloved comes, jumping
Goes hopping
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Near far
Now, later
Not yet
Stillness
Hear thecall

Voice can only exist when there is someoneto hear it.

| hear my lover’svoice but | want to know from whereit came.
For where it comesfrom, iswhere | want to go.

How does it come?

From mountain to mountain

From hill to hill.

Abraham — Isaac — Jacob

Aaron — Maoses— Joseph

And King David

Hereit comes....the world to come.

81
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My beloved resembles agazelle
or ayoung hart;

behold, he stands

behind our wall,

observing through the windows

peering through thelattices.

Songs of the Soul

Verse 9: and with thismy lover resembles agazelle
Or ayoung hart

Hopping on the mountains of Bater [split]

And on thehills

He came closer.

Until he stood next to our walls

He then came even closer

Until he was observing from the windows

Then even closer until he could peer

Stretching his head into the lattice

Into the house

Wherehislover dwells.

[Peering from the word tzitz, something that stands out]

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 9: My lover resembles

Namely, in this my lover resembles

A gazdleor ayoung hart

Both of whom

Even when they are far [from their regular habitat]
Return to their places.

Andthegazelle snatureis

Tolook back when heruns

Asour sagesindicate.

[The poet] suggeststhat in the first aspect
Which is outside the worlds

He looks back

And his providence returnsto the supremeintelligence
The second aspect

Heresemblesaram [ahart]

Facing theworld and looking at it

Yet ill havingin mind toreturn toitsplace
Still not watching permanently

Only a general watch [providence]

Thirdly, headds

“Behold, he stands behind our walls’

To watch especially over the tzaddik,

With personal providence.
Therearethreelevelshere:

Thefirst level: he watches over the body only
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To provide the needs of hishouse and living
And protect him [the person] from all harm.
This he [the poet] indicates by the metaphor of
Standing behind thewall

Watching only on thewall, that it should not fall
Over the dwellers of the house

He al so watches the body, which isthe house and itswalls
Lest they should collapse.

Forth, the second level of personal providence
Watching over the soul

Which residesin the houseinside thewalls
Namely, in the body

Thisisindicated by the metaphor of

“Observing through the windows’

Looking at the dwellers of the house

So HaShem watches over the soul

To teach the soul Histruth

But thisisadistant providence

With no closeness or cleaving

Aswatching through the window

Watching on the dwellers of the house from afar
The window separating between them

And thisisrepresented by the metaphor of

[His promise] to send her help from his Holiness
So that [the soul] sanctifies and purifies herself
To know hiswisdom and paths

As our sages say:

He who comes [wants and initiates] to purify,
[heaven] supportshim.

Fifthly, headdsathird level of personal providence
Where thewatcher and the person been watched
Are cleaved together

And HaShem outpours his spirit

Over those who attach to Him

Bringing the holy [person] closer [as an offering] toHim
Thisisrepresented by the metaphor of the
“Peering through thelattices”

As he stretches his head inside the room

So does his glory dwell

In the chamber of hischoice [The Temple]

To embrace the soul with the kisses of his mouth
To prepareit for receiving the spirit of holiness
And the bounty of prophesy

To speak with [the soul] face to face

Until she follows Him from her jail

To become achariot of the dwelling of his strength.
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My beloved spoke and said to me
“Rise up, my beloved, my fair one

and goforth...

Songs of the Soul

VerselO: [My beloved spoke...]
First, he answered (in avoice)
Then hetold her: rise up and go out
From the chambers of Solomon.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritual Interpretation]

Verse 10: [my beloved] spoke

First he responded from afar

Then, closer, he said tome

Speaking privately.

Speech ascends

According to the preparation.

Hefirst responded from afar, saying “rise up”
And prepare yoursdf for the divine speech
Then he said to me “go forth” [go to yourself]
Go out of the chambers of Solomon,

Which are the body,

My beloved, my fair one

Until now he called her “my beloved” [my spouse]
Now he has added “my fair one’

The connection of friendship isa connection of choice
But love coming from beauty

Stems from the essence of the beloved

And the quality of hig/her] beauty

After the spirit hasrested

Upon him [King Solomon, the poet] once

He saw that she was beautiful and good
Todwell in his court

To enjoy the goodness of his house.
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For behold,
TheFal is past

Therainisover, and gone.

Songs of the Soul

Verse 11: for behold, the Fall is past
Asistherain that comes after the Fall
Which isdefinitely over, gone.

Analogy/ Riddle/ [Spiritua Interpretation]

Verse 11: for behold

The sages have aready made an anal ogy between the soul
And afield

Which growswhat isseeded in it
Theway the field has the strength,

Ready to bring out the seed which is sowed in it.
So does the soul when it developsin thought and practice
To bring out the divine seeds concealed in it
Producing holy fruit, which are a praise[of God]
We have aready spoken on an issue closeto it

In our commentary to |saiah 28

And Maimonides hasalready explained in

Guide to the Perplexed (Chapter 32:1)

That what happensto the mental perceptions
Which are dependent upon matter

Issimilar to the sense perceptions,

Namely, since the soul is connected with matter,
The perception of matter will necessarily effect it.
We have seen that material forces

Are characterized by fatigue and weakness.
Thisisthereason HaShem hasgiven

Sleep and Slumber in animal nature,

So that they could rest from their action

Relax and replacetheir strength.

By deep and redt, their strength is renewed

Asin thebeginning.

Plants, too, have asimilar nature of constant sleep
Toreplace[renew] their strength,

Asin known in the science of botany.

We have seen in nature,

Including theearth

Which HaShem haslimited in Hiswisdom,
Settings of Summer and Fall (winter), heat and cold,
Which are necessary,

For the seed of earth and its offsprings.

After harvest,

Which followsthe growth from the earth,

The garden growsits seeds,

[Then] itsstrength weakensand it tires.

If Summer were forever
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The earth would have produced fruit ceaselesdy.
Thefruit would then be thin and skinny

Because of the weakness of the growing power
When thefield turnsaround at the heat of Summer,
The Blessed Creator set alaw to earth

That after harvest come days of Winter and snow,
When all the forces of naturefall asleep and gather intoit,
Lying, resting, thetired ones,

Under layers of snow and ice, asif fainting.

Until Springtime

When they awaken

With renewed forces.

Then [the earth] produces more harvest and fruit.
The same [occurs] with the forces of the soul
Asit isconnected to matter.

When the soul bringsout itsfruit,

When it flowersasarose

And blossoms with its divine flowers,

To view visions of God,

Its bundles ripen into grapes,

To perceive prophesy and the holy spirit.

Then shewill faint and fall asleep for days
Resting on the lap of the body.

These daysare called Winter.

When the forces of the soul are covered by snow.
They arerevived

When the divine sun shines upon them again.

We have seen in nature of earth, that after Fall,
The rainy season begins.

When theice melts

Inthe heat of theair

Vapor startsascending

And therain that is produced from them falls.
Then theair isunclear, hiding thelight of the sun.
So isthe nature of the soul.

After the forces of the soul rest,

Starting to awaken from their deep

And theicegradually melts,

Theimaginary forceis set into action.
Theimages formed by it are mixed with vapor.
Thoughts conceal

The countenance of the pure supremelight.

Until the clouds clear

And thoughts purify.

Then therainisover, gone,

Upon this analogy the lover says to his bel oved
That the“Fall isover”

Andthe“rainisgone.”

[Maimonideshaswritten in the Introduction

To Guideto the Perplexed

That some people have

Multipleand sequential lightenings

With little distance between them,

That it seems asthought these peoplearein constant light.
That isthelevel of

The greatest of prophets, Moses, May herest in peace,
Other people have a great pause
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Between one lightenings and the next.

Thislevel isthelevel of most prophets.

King Solomon, May herest in peace,

Had lightening at the night of hislife

Four times

Then the divine sun rose upon him

(In the four occasions that HaShem spoke to him)
Between each of these speeches,

He had days of winter and snow).
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